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ABSTRACT 


THE IMPACT OF BIBLE STUDY ON THE ATTITUDES OF 215 CENTURY 


MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH, AGES 12-14 


By 


Deborah L. E. Rowson 


United Theological Seminary 


Mentors 


Stephen Swisher, D.Min. 
Leroy Cothran, D.Min. 


This project’s context is located in Springfield, Virginia at Word of Life Church. The 
writer examined the impact of Bible study on the attitudes of 21“ century middle school 
youth, ages twelve to fourteen. When young people are trained according to the Bible; 
they will achieve a positive attitude. Pre and posttests, whole group discussions, and 
Bible study sessions were used. The study resulted in the majority of the youth 
participants making real life connections to the Biblical characters, while applying 
scripture to their daily lives when they are faced with specific life challenges, such as, 


bullying and peer pressure. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Our children are our greatest resource, and they are the future of the church. It is 
crucial for mature Christian adults to take the responsibility of educating young people 
about Almighty God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. It is imperative that they 
understand who Christ is in them, and who they are in Jesus Christ, as well as, the 
importance of reading, understanding, and applying the Holy Bible to their lives. 
Grahame Knox stated in Creative Bible Study For Youth Leaders, “Finding ways to help 
young people explore, understand, and apply scripture should be high on our fo do list in 
Christian youth work.”! 

As an educator for over thirty years in numerous public school systems in the 
United States, the writer has witnessed firsthand, the dire need for Bible study in the 
classrooms, but, of course, for obvious reasons, it cannot happen. Middle School youth 
are extremely impressionable and vulnerable. If not guided properly by capable teachers, 
mentors, clergy, parents, and other responsible adults, they can ultimately go astray and 
wind up on the wayside of life. Grahame Knox stated, “As Christians, how can we make 
sense of our world, our relationships, and our faith without some knowledge and 
understanding of the Bible? Many youth ages twelve to fourteen have attitudes about the 


Bible and Bible study that are passive, polarized, and unclear. It is critical for our youth 


‘Insight, Resources for Christian Youth Ministry and Leadership (accessed August 2013) 
www. insight.typepad.co.uk. 


to interact with the scriptures, and feel that he or she is a very valuable person whose 
opinions as well as beliefs are valued highly.” 

Josh McDowell and Bob Hostettler, in their article, “Today’s Youth Need our 
Help To Go...Beyond Belief,” emphatically stated, “School shootings, terrorist attacks, 
dangerous designer drugs, and teen suicide pacts; it seems there is no end to the reasons 
to fear for our children’s safety and well-being. But there are other fears, daily worries, 
and more imminent reasons for most parents to be frightened. What strikes fear into 
many parents’ hearts is the daily possibility their children will fall prey to the wrong 
crowd, succumb to cultural pressures, and make wrong choices that will bring pain and 
suffering to their lives. That fear is real. And it never goes away.”* 

Every experience of each day of the writer’s life in the classroom confirms the 
calling on her life to impact the attitudes of youth to embrace the Holy Bible and its 
teachings. Josh McDowell attested, “In today’s world, teens are likely to encounter more 
ethical and moral temptations, greater spiritual battles, and more emotional and relational 
struggles than any other generation in history. Young people’s exposure to sexual 
temptations, school violence, alcohol, illegal drugs, and many other dangerous influences 
threaten to undo what parents may try to teach them. Yet, while parents need to fear what 
their children could be tempted to do, they need to be more concerned with what their 


children are led to believe.’’* 





“Ibid. 
3Assemblies of God Enrichment Journal (accessed August 2013) http://enrichmentjournal.ag.org/. 


‘Ibid. 


The hypothesis for this study is when Christian Middle School youth are 
instructed in the tenets of Bible study, they are positively impacted and their attitudes will 
be transformed to the ways of God. 

The problem statement for this study is that our Christian youth are engaging in a 
spiritual battle. The great majority of adolescents are confused, and jostled by societal 
stresses, such as peer pressure and substance abuse. Children need Jesus Christ in their 
lives so that their moral fiber is developed and anchored solidly in the Word of God. 
These young people are hurting emotionally and are seeking safety, guidance, and love. 
Hence, a vast majority of young people do not have any idea of the fact that God is their 
Father, and Jesus is their blessed hope. 

This project serves as a model for impacting the attitudes of middle school youth 
through Bible study. The first chapter addresses the writer’s past, which sets the stage for 
the writer’s journey into the ministry of teaching and also introduces the reader to the 
foundation that was set spiritually in the writer’s life and chartered her course for 
ministry. The second chapter identifies the literature and other resources that served as 
the foundation for the culmination of this project. Chapter three describes the biblical, 
historical, and theological foundations for this project. In continuation, chapter four 
outlines the methodology used to embark on the project. The fifth chapter displays the 
actual field experience and states what the results are based on the project methodology. 
Chapter six assesses and brings closure to the project, as well as, provides a reflection of 
the writer’s journey. In addition, the appendices make evident the devices used to build 


this project. 


CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


At this time in Deborah’s life, it is profitable to her soul to reflect on what God 
has done and is doing. Her mother was a gentle, gracious, and God-fearing woman, and 
in Deborah’s opinion, she was the best mother in the world (except for Jesus’ mother, 
Mary.) Deborah’s mother was extremely wise; for example, she told her children, “Time 
and tide wait for no man, and if you make one step, God will make two.” Such brilliant 
advice was imparted to her children enabling Deborah and her siblings to develop good 
character and high moral values. 

Deborah always felt privileged to have her mother; even her friends and cousins 
sought guidance and direction from her mother, of which she called Mommy, who always 
made time for everyone who needed to be nurtured and needed to receive a little extra 
tender loving care. Mommy was, in Deborah’s eyes, very pretty with light-brown soft 
skin that smelled like fresh cut flowers in June, even on a hot, humid day in New York 
City. 

Deborah was born in Harlem Hospital in New York City and was the middle child. 
She was the first girl to be born on her paternal side of the family in twenty years; so, 
quite naturally, she was the apple of everyone’s eyes. Her family members made a big 
deal about every step she took, as well as, every burp and hiccup she made. Deborah’s 


father’s mother, Nana, told her one-day that she was her favorite grandchild, and that was 


just fine with Deborah, because although she loved her maternal grandmother equally, 
Nana was her favorite grandmother. Mama Ethel, her maternal grandmother, lived in 
South Carolina, and although she had great affection for her, Deborah only saw her 
during summer vacations and occasionally at Christmas time. 

Nana lived in New York City, and Deborah spent practically every Sunday (after 
church) with her Nana, Grampy, and Aunt M., Daddy, Diane, friends and relatives eating 
red rice, sweet potato pie and other delicious southern dishes. Nana was born on the west 
bank of New Orleans, Louisiana, and since her mother was half Creole, she could really 
throw down in the kitchen, don’t you know, Chile? God always provided more than 
enough food, clothing, and luxury items for both sides of Deborah’s family; you could 
definitely say that they were walking in the blessing of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. No 
one would have ever believed that Nana was a maid and Grampy was an elevator 
operator in Manhattan on Wall Street. All the rich stock brokers, greeted Deborah’s 
grandfather by saying, “Good morning, Mr. Rowson,” because even though he was an 
elevator operator, he carried himself with class, dignity, and charm, and looked like the 
King of Harlem. Grampy was not an educated man, but he was very intelligent and had 
true mother wit. 

Grampy had the innate God-given knowledge to live each day as if it was his last 
while planning for the future. Deborah remembers how the insurance man would come to 
her grandparents’ apartment once a week to pick up the insurance payments for the entire 
family’s policies. Nana’s parents also taught Deborah to live each day to the fullest, and 


because Nana’s father was a sharecropper, (was half Apache’ and African American), she 


understood the trials of being uneducated and Black in America. She left Louisiana when 
she was fourteen years old with one of her aunts and met her Grampy at church. 

They got married when she was only sixteen years old, and he was twenty-one. Shortly 
after Nana’s death in 1989, Deborah wrote to one of Nana’s brothers, Uncle S., and 
learned about the fact that Nana’s father wanted to teach the children the Apache’ 
language, but they were not interested in learning, because it was not socially acceptable 
back in those days to claim your Indian heritage. Deborah felt sad about that, because it 
was a loss of her family’s culture and could have been passed down to her descendants. 
The reality was that Black folks were trying to survive in the United States, and learning 
a strange language was the farthest thing from their minds. Grampy, on the other hand, 
was proud of his Cherokee and African American heritages, and shared many 

stories with Deborah, her siblings and her cousins about his grandfather, Papa Henry, 
who was mulatto, African American and Cherokee Indian. 

Papa Henry was a free man, and worked for a white man in North Carolina before 
the Civil War. Papa Henry got his eye slapped out by a black bear, when after his 
employer shot the bear, Papa H. tried to stab it in the heart. Unfortunately, the bear had 
enough strength to protect itself. Oh, the wonderful stories about life lessons that Grampy 
would tell and amuse his grandchildren, and Deborah always listened intently, because 
she was a very curious and perceptive child. As far back as Deborah could remember, 
God has always had a special place in her life, and prayer was mandatory in her parents’ 
home. “Everyone has to meet God on his own,” her mother would emphatically state, and 


she would also say, “God doesn’t like ugly, and cares very little for pretty.” Deborah 


could not understand why her mother would say that God cared very little for pretty, 
when He is beautiful and perfect in His existence. Deborah’s mother, 

father, siblings attended church on a regular basis. Deborah’s father was a second 
generation Roman Catholic, (which was very unusual in the African American culture). 
Her mother, on the other hand, was raised in the United Methodist sect and converted to 
Catholicism when she married Deborah’s father. Of course, their children were 
christened in the Roman Catholic Church and received religious instruction after mass 
practically every Sunday. Deborah was a very happy child and clearly remembers her 
family’s clean and cozy apartment that was filled with love, music, laughter, and 
delicious smells from the kitchen. Hugs, kisses, and debates on all kinds of social issues 
were the norm. Whoever said that African American families do not discuss current 
events at the dinner table was sadly mistaken, because Deborah and her siblings were 
encouraged to be inquisitive and use their brainpower, as well as talents to the best of 
their abilities. Often times, her parents would talk about slavery and how Black folks 
were deprived of the privilege of an education. Hence, they could not read, write, nor 
look white people in the eyes. So, the children were told that in order to make it in this 
world, you must able to read, write, and think for yourself. 

Deborah’s father was a proud Black man who taught his children the importance 
of standing up for justice, no matter the cost. He would say, “Speak your mind if you 
have to die for it.” Deborah loved her father with all of her heart. He would take her and 
her siblings to visit Nana, Grampy and his sister Aunt M. after mass. Her grandparents 
and Aunt M. lived in West Harlem in a luxury apartment, and she loved going to see 


them practically every weekend. Nana always cooked at least three different kinds of 


meats, and there was always a scrumptious assortment of southern dishes, as well as, her 
mouthwatering sweet potato pie that friends would travel far and wide just to sink their 
teeth into that sweet, sweet Louisiana potato pie. 

While Deborah and the rest of her family were enjoying their early dinner at 
Nana’s house, her mother was busy cooking their Sunday dinner and preparing their 
clothes for the upcoming week. Deborah remembers contemplating how wonderful 
Mommy ironed everyone’s clothes, and they always smelled so fresh and intoxicatingly 
clean. Mommy always went the extra mile to make her family feel special; there was not 
anything that they would ask her for, that she would not give to them. 

Deborah remembers wearing a hat or a little Kleenex tissue on her head when she 
went to mass, and Mommy always had her hair looking so lovely. She was always proud 
of how she looked, especially because she and her sister were blessed with an array of 
stylish Sunday attire. She also recalls kneeling on the hard kneelers at church and praying 
hard for whatever she heard her parents praying for, or for whatever she felt her family 
needed. God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the Blessed Virgin Mary were key spiritual 
beings in her life. She knew with a child-like faith, that she loved and trusted them with 
all of her heart. 

Deborah’s father was a proof printer and provided a modest income for his family. 
He was an extraordinarily attractive man, who was tall, dark, handsome, humble, and 
loved his family with every fiber of his being. He was a proud Black man and did not 
allow anyone to disrespect his wife or children. If anyone did, Woe be unto them, because 


he had a fiery temper and did not make any bones about protecting his lair. 


Growing up in New York City was phenomenal, and her parents took advantage of the 
cultural opportunities that the city had for their children. Hence, the performing arts were 
a significant part of her family’s lives. Her parents wisely invested in singing and acting 
lessons for Deborah when she was only two years old, when she did not know her ABC’s 
in the proper sequential order. It was amazing how intuitive Deborah’s parents were and 
how they discerned the God-given talents that each of their children possessed. Her sister 
played the flute and was quite an artist on the easel; her brother was a gifted Saxophonist 
and singer. Had he not died at the tender age of forty-six, he would have been one of the 
greatest alto saxophonists who ever lived. Both of Deborah’s parents were very active in 
their children’s educational lives. Mommy helped with the homework, and Deborah’s 
daddy read to the children at night. It was definitively a lie that has been purported by 
America, that African American fathers were invisible in the lives of their children, 
because in Deborah’s family, most of her male relatives assumed a pro-active role in their 
children’s lives. Deborah’s favorite poem that her father read to her on a regular basis 
was, Mr. Nobody. God was ever present in every area of her life, and her parents made 
sure of that fact. Deborah learned verbatim The Our Father as a young child and was 
taught to reverence God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Whenever she felt sad, she would 
pray to God for help, and God always answered her prayers. She experienced death in her 
family at a young age, when Granddaddy, (her mother’s father) died when Deborah was 
eight years old. The trauma of losing him was extremely painful, but what was even 
worse, was seeing his lifeless body in state in his living room. As she watched friends and 
family members come in and out of the pristine living room to view Granddaddy’s 


remains, she knew that he was in Heaven with God and Jesus. 
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Deborah was always taught that if you live your life right and obey God, you 
would go to heaven. On the flip side, if you did bad things and did not obey God’s laws, 
you would go to hell and burn eternally. Luckily, Deborah’s mother always described 
hell as a gruesome place of torment; so, Deborah was determined to live her life right and 
not go to hell. 

As mentioned prior, Granddaddy’s death was quite eventful, but the kicker was 
that one year later, Mama E. fell off of a chair when trying to put her suitcase away when 
she was staying with one of Deborah’s aunts in New York City and got a blood clot in 
her ankle and died. Deborah felt that perhaps her family was starting to fray at the seams, 
now that Mama E. was gone. What was her family going to do? Mama E. was the 
matriarch of the family and was truly a servant of God and a woman of distinction who 
possessed the elegance and grace only royalty are born with. She was a loving, yet a no- 
nonsense person who instilled strong family values and a clear sense of self-worth with 
determination and stick-to-itiveness. 

Deborah clearly remembers how God spoke to her as a nine-year-old child, the 
night that Mama E. passed. As Deborah was scurrying out of her aunt’s apartment to 
head home, a small voice told her to go back inside and kiss Mama E. goodbye. That was 
her last time kissing her beloved grandmother goodbye. Generally speaking, Deborah felt 
that the 1960’s were painful, not only on the national level, but also on her home front. 
She and her sister Diane were bused out of their neighborhood to school to a ritzy, 
predominantly white and wealthy elementary school. It was her parents’ joint decisions to 


have their girls attend the posh school, so that they could receive an exemplary education. 
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Deborah’s classmates were millionaires, and her best friend was Susan, whose 
father was an architect who not only lived in a penthouse apartment in Manhattan, but 
drove a Maserati back in the day. Although the majority of her classmates had more 
money than she had, they certainly did not have more love and attention than she got 
from her God-fearing parents. God truly blessed Deborah’s family, because in her east 
Harlem neighborhood, Deborah and her siblings were called the poor little rich kids. Her 
parents were able to shop from the most exclusive stores in mid-town Manhattan, and 
they were always immersed in the various cultural events that took place in New York 
City. Also, most importantly, they walked in The Blessing, because nothing was needed, 
nor broken. Yet, with all of the privileges that God provided, Deborah’s parents raised 
her and her siblings to be humble, caring, compassionate children who were thankful to 
God Almighty for not only the big things in their lives, but also all things. 

The years 1962-64 were very eventful and painful for Deborah. The late President 
John Kennedy was assassinated, and Deborah remembered how horrific and unbelievable 
his death was to her family, friends, and acquaintances. President Kennedy was the Black 
man’s friend, and now that he was gone, what would the fate of the civil rights movement 
be? Who, other than Black folks, would fight for justice, and support Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s non-violent movement to make America accountable for slavery and other 
injustices? It was very hard for Deb and her siblings to digest everything that was going 
on, but her parents insulated their household and protected their children from the 
negative propaganda that surrounded the President’s death. 

As if President Kennedy’s death was not enough for children to contend with, on 


January 28, 1964, in the wee hours of the dawn, an eerie phone call awoke Deborah, and 
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her Uncle C. was weeping on the phone and asked Deb to put her mother on the line. He 
also told her that her father had been rushed to the hospital in an ambulance and was dead. 
Dead! How could this be true? How could her daddy be gone forever, never to come 
home again with a bag filled with various treats for everyone? No more wonderful 
bedtime stories that filled the apartment with laughter, oohs, ahhs, and “Daddy read that 
one more time. Please.” Deborah wondered, “What will Mommy do? How will we live?” 
As sweet and kind a man that he was, Deborah did not know that her father had health 
issues. He worked every day, paid the bills, took his family to mass on Sundays, and 
loved his family with all of his heart. It was very difficult for Deborah to see her father 
lying in a casket, lifeless and still. He still looked very handsome, but in her mind, was 
too young to die. At his rosary, and funeral, she knew that God was holding her hand and 
caressing her hurt and pain with his everlasting love. It was very difficult to pick up the 
emotional pieces after Deborah’s father’s death, but as usual, God was faithful and took 
the helm as head-of-household, because his appointed human leader of her family was 
called home to be with the Lord. 

The 60’s were painful, but the 70’s were enlightening for Deborah as she attended 
the famous High School of Music and Art in Manhattan. The favor of God was upon her, 
and she continued to walk in the blessing of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Deborah was 
well loved by her teachers and classmates. When she was in her junior year, she was 
unexpectedly afflicted with appendicitis, but her case was more virulent, because her 
appendix ruptured. If God hadn’t miraculously sent Dr. Robert Paradny, who was one of 


the finest surgeons in New York City, Deborah would have died at the tender age of 
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sixteen. Once again, God was there and healed Deborah during her four and one-half 
months stay at Mount Sinai Hospital in Manhattan. 

Deborah graduated from Music and Art High School with honors and received a 
blessing to recetve a Mina Kaufman-Ruud vocal performance scholarship to attend 
Chatham College. She studied in the be/ canto Italian style of music and education. 
Before she left for college, her grandmother, Nana, told her to find a church and always 
say her prayers. Deb never forgot her grandmother’s advice, and blessings abounded 
wherever she went and with everyone whom she met. It also appeared that everything 
Deb touched prospered, and God equipped her for success spiritually, academically, and 
emotionally. Whenever things and situations became uncertain, God always showed up 
and hence, her faith increased in the power of God. One of her special blessings was her 
opportunity to perform her student teacher practicum in Norwich, England, and God was 
there with her, as well. Shortly thereafter, she traveled to Europe for the first time during 
her sophomore year at Chatham College, and God continued to provide for and protect 
her. 

Life was surreal for the young lady from East Harlem, and although a huge 
number of the small African American population at Chatham had a difficult time 
transitioning from their settings and assimilating into a millionaires’ row environment, 
Deb felt right at home. The favor of the Lord was upon her and her experiences there 
continued to be glorious. Because of her bubbly, optimistic outlook on life and positive 
attitude, Deb made friends easily and was a stellar student. It appeared that because she 
was obedient to God, and her mother, that whatever she embarked upon was 


accomplished with ease. The Lord continued to bless her, going out and coming in, and 
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she realized that it was because she was living and thriving on the prayers of her 
ancestors. There were a few bumps in her life, but God always gave her the victory and 
she learned from her mistakes, moved on, and never forgot that God was her anchor. Deb 
performed her student teaching assignment in Norwich, England. Her host family, Jeremy 
and Sue, were the perfect match for her, and she fell in love with their children. Sue and 
Jeremy were open-minded, flexible, accepting Brits who had exposed their children to 
foreign students for most of their lives. Consequently, Deborah bonded with her surrogate 
family from the very moment that they met, and she even connected with their dog 
Sophie. Deb thought that it was quite easy for her and Sophie to get along so well, 
because they were the only brown faces in the house. The children looked up to Deborah, 
who soon was referred to as their American big sister, from East Harlem. Her six-week 
sojourn in England was heart-warming, and Sue’s excellent cooking put the icing on the 
cake. Sue’s Gooseberry jam was quite delectable with whitefish, and Deborah assimilated 
very well to the English cuisine. 

Deborah’s student teaching experience at Lakenham First School was exciting 
and enlightening. Because most of the children had never encountered an American, let 
alone an African American, she was a novelty and knew that she represented every 
African American in the United States to those children. Of course, she fell in love with 
them and was determined to teach them to the best of her abilities, because she was 
responsible for them and did not want to disappoint her mother or Dr. Vivien Richman, 
Deborah’s professor from undergraduate school, who always spoke highly of Deborah. 

Deb especially enjoyed tea-time at school and the two mile walk to and from 


school gave her the energy and opportunity to reflect on the goodness of God who had 
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provided her with amazing opportunities to impact and be impacted by outstanding 
people. Deborah and Sophie would sit by the fire at night like two little chocolate twins, 
and while Deborah wrote letters to her loved ones back in the states, she would catch a 
glimpse of Sophie from the corner of her eyes, and she noticed Sophie staring at her in 
wonder as to where did she come from. But as she curled up beside Deb, she sensed 
reassurance that because she too was brown, Sophie wanted her to stick around. Those 
monumental six weeks in England flew fast, and her departure was very emotional when 
she had to say her good-byes to her adopted English family, whose love she cherishes 
even today. Everyone was quite teary-eyed, yet happy to have made each other’s 
acquaintances and had become better people because of it. 

The following summer, Deb was blessed again with a European choir tour, and it 
literally changed her life. As a child, she read books about Italy, France, Switzerland, 
Austria, Germany, and other European countries, but the reality of her dream coming true, 
hit her as she embarked from the plane in Paris and began to speak French to real live 
French men and women. Who would have ever thought that this Rose from Spanish 
Harlem would get the opportunity to ride in a ski-lift to the top of the Alps. Yes, God is 
so good! When she returned home after her European tour, she was a much more mature 
young woman who was truly walking in the blessing! 

Mr. M., her surrogate father and vocal coach at Chatham College, hit her with 
very disturbing news when she returned from England. He had been offered a full 
professorship at the University of Cincinnati, and he had accepted the offer. Hence, his 
last semester teaching at Chatham was right before her preparation for her senior vocal 


performance tutorial. Deborah thought, “How could Mr. M. do this to me,” but she did 
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not want to appear selfish, so she hugged him and wished him the very best in his new 
found position. She, however, cried for the next month or two every day in her quiet 
moments, but she was determined to sing her heart out at her recital just the way Mr. M. 
had taught her. Life was still absolutely awesome, and everything was going her way. 
Doors of opportunity were still opening wide for her, and she continued to walk in God’s 
favor and blessings. A whirlwind of events took place back-to-back, when she became 
engaged to John. She graduated from Chatham with her B.A. degree and received a 
Rackham Graduate School fellowship at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor to 
pursue her Masters degree in Educational Administration. The favor of God was still 
upon her, and she prospered and stayed in excellent health. Deb got married, and her 
mother gave her a wedding that was fit for a princess in New York City. She and her 
husband were happy for a number of years. Then their marriage plummeted, and divorce 
ensued. Heartbroken and emotionally shattered, Deborah had emotional support from her 
family and friends, but ultimately, she turned to God and Jesus Christ for strength and 
wisdom. It was difficult picking up the pieces of a young marriage gone wrong, but such 
is life. The beat continued to go on. Once again, she was blessed with a fellowship to 
pursue her Ph.D. in curriculum and instruction, and almost simultaneously, she was 
offered her first full-time teaching position in a public school setting. Teaching was 
always one of her passions, and she bonded quickly with her students. She completed her 
Ph.D. coursework in three years, but suddenly the drive she had to write her dissertation 
dissipated, and she abruptly terminated her doctoral studies much to the surprise and 
dismay of her advisor and family members. There truly is a time and a season for 


everything, and the time had not come for Deb to complete her doctorate degree. She 
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always felt deep within her being that the time would come when God would reveal to 
her what His will was for her future. 

After ten years of finding out who she was and always feeling comfortable in her 
own skin, Deb remarried and had a beautiful healthy daughter by God’s grace and mercy. 
Somehow in God’s own special way, He always poured out an abundance of favor in 
her life. Unfortunately, she experienced another divorce, and Deb knew that it was time 
to reassess once again who she was and determine in what direction God was taking her 
and follow the path that God set before her and not her own. Her mother would often say, 
“Life is what you make of it,” and consequently, she was determined to have a great life 
for her little daughter and herself, always expecting, believing, and trusting God for His 
absolute best. 

Being a mother is the greatest joy that God gives women, and it is also a great 
responsibility. Deborah was blessed to have her mother as her daughter’s primary 
caregiver, and she was so very grateful and thankful to God for yet another remarkable 
gift of love. As her daughter grew up, she and Deb’s mother became best friends and 
partners in crime. Often times, they would plot against Deb for extra time at the park, 
Disney World or the state fair, but it was all good and Deb was happy to see them so 
happy together. The nineties flew by with pretty much uneventful times. Deborah and her 
family focused much of their attention on her daughter and took great joy in watching her 
grow-up. 

Deb’s mother was unexpectedly diagnosed with gallbladder cancer in 1990 
and life suddenly took Deb and her family on a rollercoaster ride. Luckily, Deb was on a 


leave-of-absence from her teaching position, and was able to focus most of her attention 
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on her mother’s recovery. She also got the golden opportunity to volunteer at her 
daughter’s school, and she thoroughly enjoyed being a stay-at-home-Mom. Deb’s 
mother’s cancer went into remission, but there was always the concern that it would 
metastasize to her surrounding organs. During the summer of two thousand, Deborah 
took a solo trip to Lucca, Italy, and studied the bel canto style of singing under the 
direction of her former voice coach Lorenzo M. It was a richly rewarding experience, and 
she learned a lot about vocal technique, Italian repertoire, and again how to rely on and 
trust God. 

Some very life-changing events took place in Deborah’s life in 2001. The first 
being she and her daughter moved from Michigan to Virginia after having lived in 
Michigan for twenty- seven years. She did not know why she was led to move; but she 
only knew that the supernatural was taking place, and she had to go. At first, the 
transition was taxing on everyone, but thank God, she had her back-up committee (her 
sister, brother-in-law, and her mother) who helped Deborah and her daughter to feel right 
at home. Life was good for the first three years, and then suddenly Deb’s mother became 
extremely ill, because the cancer reared its ugly head again and was diagnosed in her 
mother’s liver. Just as her family had feared for so many years, her mother’s condition 
was terminal. 

Deb, her daughter, and sister became prayer warriors trusting God for her 
mother’s healing, and ultimate recovery. But God had a better plan and took Deborah’s 
mother to be with Him on April 27, 2003. Deborah, her sister, daughter, and brother-in- 
law watched her mother go to glory and witnessed the transformation on her face, and her 


wrinkles were instantly erased. Through tears, grief, and anguish all that Deb could say is 
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God is God! Deborah and her family totally relied on Him to lead, guide and provide for 
them. God showed up and reassured them that He was there for them. 

In March, 2010 Deborah was blessed with an all-expense paid trip to Israel and it 
was life-changing. The media and people lied about God’s land, and the 
exquisite land, food, and people (especially the children) were spell bounding. 
Jerusalem and the Sea of Galilee were Deborah’s favorite places of interest in Israel. She 
felt as if her heart was left in Jerusalem when she had to return home. Miracles took place 
upon her return, and shortly thereafter, she was guided to apply to the Doctor of Ministry 
program at United Theological Seminary. Deborah praises God for her assignment to 


serve the Holy One of Israel. 


Context of Ministry 


The writer’s context in ministry takes place at Word of Life Church, which is an 
Assembly of God church and is located in Springfield, Virginia. The City of Springfield 
is located in the county of Fairfax, which is the richest county in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. Also, it is in Northern Virginia, which has a cosmopolitan flavor since it is 
approximately twenty-minutes by car from the Washington, D. C. area. The I-95, 1-395, 
and the I-495 expressways surround Springfield, which contributes to the heavy 
congestion in the Capital of the United States. A large and relatively affluent commercial 
district, along with the sprawling Springfield Mall exists, but the rest of the region is 
residential in nature. 

Springfield’s history is very interesting, and supposedly, it was founded as a 


primary station house for the Orange and Alexandria Railroad in 1847 (Alexandria is 
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another city in the Fairfax County area that is close in proximity to Springfield).! 

The city was, however, divided up in 1946 by Edward Carr who was an ambitious 
developer. By 1960, the population grew by leaps and bounds, hence, the development of 
Springfield expanded, and North and West Springfield emerged. Due to the prolific 
growth in the above neighborhoods, the establishment of Robert E. Lee High School took 
place in order to service the citizens in the area.” 

Springfield Mall was built1973 due to the rapid growth in the region; Springfield 
and Brookfield Malls became competitive shopping centers for the posh Tysons Mall in 
McLean, Virginia.* Presently, plans are in the making to revamp the Springfield Mall 
from an indoor mall into a town center with a combination of shopping, business 
facilities, as well as residential areas. 

There were (as of 2000) approximately 30, 417 people, 10, 495 households, and 
7,472 families residing in the City of Springfield. The mean income of the head-of- 
household residents is $75,000-$149,000 yearly with approximately two to three persons 
living in the dwelling.* Most of Springfield’s residents are Christian, college graduates 
and the predominant race of the citizens is White/European extraction. Also, employment 
is primarily in the fields of education, government, health, and other professional 
occupations. The predominant language spoken in this city is English and the second 


predominant language spoken is Spanish. The citizens are generally conservative 
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regarding political issues, religious and moral issues.° This is due in part to the residents 
in Springfield age range from forty—forty-six years of age. The racial composition of 
Springfield is White 57.77%, African American 0.30%, Native American 20.55%, Asian 
0.06%, Pacific Islander 7.75%, and 4.63% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of 
any race is 17.66%.° 

Fairfax County Public Schools, which is an exemplary public school system, 
operates all of the public schools in Springfield, Virginia. The children who attend the 
public schools are very well prepared for admittance into the finest colleges and 
universities in the United States and abroad.’ 

Word of Life Assemblies of God Church is a Pentecostal denomination and The 
Assemblies of God has roots in the religious revival of the late 1800’s. Many Christians 
in the United States and other countries around the world felt the need for God’s 
awesome power. In response, the Holy Spirit came on large numbers of them as in the 
Book of Acts. Since this was initially associated with the Jewish holiday of Pentecost, the 
name Pentecostal was given to them. Due to the above, Word of Life Church has a strong 
alliance with Israel and is faithful to God’s Word regarding blessing Israel.® 

The beginning of the modern Pentecostal movement is generally traced to prayer 
meetings at Bethel Bible College in Topeka, Kansas on January 1, 1901.’ Revival spread 


to Missouri and Texas and then to California. A three-year revival meeting at Azusa 
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Street Mission in Los Angeles attracted believers from across the nation and overseas. 
This served as a springboard to send the Pentecostal message around the world. The 
Pentecostal aspects of this revival were not generally welcome to established churches. 
Many were asked to leave, and hence, they formed their own churches. '° 

By 1914 leaders and laymen realized the need for several things: formal 
recognition of ministers; approval and support of missionaries; full accounting of funds; 
and increasing in doctoral unity, gospel literature, and permanent Bible training schools. 
Therefore, they gathered for a General Council in Hot springs, Arkansas in 1914. A 
cooperative fellowship emerged from that meeting. It was incorporated with the name 
“The General Council of the Assemblies of God.”!! In 1916, they added the Statement of 
Fundamental Truths. It was a simple statement and remains virtually unchanged. It 
continues to provide a sound basis for the Fellowship, giving a firm position on vital 
doctrine. The Assemblies of God has always emphasized missions and evangelism. 

The church believes that the Bible is our all-sufficient rule for faith and practice. 
This statement of Fundamental Truths is intended simply as a basis of fellowship among 
us (i.e., that we speak the same thing, | Cor: 10; Acts 2:42). The phraseology employed 
in this statement is not inspired or contended for, but the truth set forth is held to be 
essential to a full-gospel ministry.!? No claim is made that it contains all Biblical truth; 


only that it covers our need as to these fundamental doctrines: 
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1. The Scripture Inspired 
2. The One True God 
3. The Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ 
4. The Fall of Man 
5. The Salvation of Man 
6. The Ordinances of the Church 
A. Baptism in Water 
B. The Evidences of Salvation 
7. The Baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
8. The Evidence of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
9. Sanctification 
10. The Church and Its Mission 
11. The Ministry 
12. Divine Healing 
13. The Blessed Hope 
14. The Millennial Reign of Jesus Christ 
15. The Final Judgment 
16. The New Heavens and The New Earth. !° 
Pastor Wendell Cover is the Senior Pastor at Word of Life Church, and there are 
eight associate pastors of the following ministries: 
1. Missions 
2. Children’s Ministries 
3. Worship and Media Ministries 


139 Pt 3:13. 


24 


4. Intercultural Ministries 

5. Christian Education 

6. Adult Education 

7. Worship Arts Ministries 

8. Hispanic Ministry 

9. Student and Young Adult Ministries 

10. Senior Adult Ministries 

11. Word of life Christian Academy 

12. Indian Ministries 

13. Sierra Leone Ministries 

14. Nigerian Ministry 

15. Ghana Ministry 

16. Prayer and Hospital Ministries !* 

The congregation is extremely large, and there are three services on Sunday; 
8 A.M., 10:30 A.M., and 6:00 P.M. Also, there are well over fifty nations represented in 
the congregation, which makes Word of Life an international church.'° 

The writer’s ministry is music, and she believes that God is going to use her gift 
of singing in a special way to heal the wounded in body and in spirit. The writer prays 
that the songs that have been given to her supernaturally will be heard around the world 
and will serve as a tool to spread the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Presently, 


due to circumstances beyond her control, she does not participate in the choir on a regular 
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basis. She is working on a musical project outside the church and plans to incorporate it 
into a musical ministry within the church. Quite frankly, the writer is still a bit sketchy on 
what her context in ministry is and how God plans to use her for God’s purpose. She 
believes that in due time, it will be revealed to her. 

The writer has concerns about internal dynamics within the choir and the meager 
size of it. It is baffling that only a few choir members attend rehearsals on a regular basis. 
All in all, the writer is spiritually fulfilled in this church and prays that God will continue 
to bless it. The writer especially loves how Pastor Cover embraces Israel; Word of Life 


has a true partnership with the people of Israel. 


CHAPTER TWO 


STATE OF THE ART IN THIS MINISTRY MODEL 


The theoretical foundation for this project was written by researching the biblical, 
historical, and theological sources, which addresses and identifies the need for Christian 
education and Bible study in the lives of middle school youth (ages twelve-fourteen). The 
writer has incorporated the above, in order to bring about concise understanding, 
regarding the importance of Christian Education and the transformation of youth’s 
attitudes about Bible study in general. 

It is the writer’s premise, that Christian Education is important in order to meet 
the needs of Christian youth. One must consider how the spiritual and emotional areas of 
human growth and development align. Clearly, the writer’s attempt in this project is to 
reveal how the impact of transforming youth through Christian Education, and Bible 
study will have a positive effect on their behavior when they are in their religious context 
as well as when they are not. (In this instance, the writer’s context is Word of Life 
Church in Springfield, Virginia.) 

Christian Education is based upon Christian principles and values. Jim Wilhoit, 
the author of Christian Education the Search for Meaning states, “The Purpose of 
Christian Education, is to assist people in developing a perspective that helps them make 
sense out of a troubled and perplexing world.” Christian Education should teach believers 


their privileges and responsibilities as priests, and it should help them acquire the map 
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they need for their pilgrimage.”! Hence, the biblical foundation themes that Mr. Wilhoit 
addresses are Priesthood, Servanthood, and God’s transforming grace. He believes that 
“Christian Education is in the business of helping people find meaning in life through 
highly personal teaching ministries. In the ministry for meaning, it works in conjunction 
with preaching, counseling, worship, mission, evangelism, and social service. All of 
which can contribute to a person’s sense of purpose. Ideally, a theory of Christian 
education should grow out of three biblical themes that relate directly to a Christian’s 
sense of meaning; the priesthood of all believers, with its privileges, and responsibilities; 
the call to serve others, and the power of God’s grace for personal renewal.”” This 
concept laid the foundation for the writer’s premise, that the Bible and its themes are 
critical factors in the development of Christian Education. A good, concise Christian 
education must be Bible based and should emphasize spiritual responsibility and personal 
meaning. 

It is crucial for Christian educators to provide a thirst for purpose and meaning in 
the lives of young people. Wilhoit states, “One of the greatest steps we can take toward 
giving persons a sense of meaning and purpose is to affirm what they choose matters, it 
affects their lives and the lives of others. Many today, of course deny that humankind can 
make significant choices.”? Mr. Wilhoit’s book is an excellent resource for Christian 
educators who are in pursuit of a road map for young Christians who seek a Christian 


education. 
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Psychologist B. F. Skinner, for example, in his book Beyond Freedom and 
Dignity, denies that humans possess personal freedom and the dignity of making 
meaningful choices. Skinner sees humans as products of environmental conditioning that 
should neither be praised nor punished for their personal situations because “scientific 


analysis shifts the credit as well as the blame to the environment’ 


. For Skinner, our lives 
are shaped through “control exercised by the environment and not by genuine human 
choice. Humans do not make choices; they merely appear to choose as they respond to 
the environment.”° 

Ted Hildebrandt in his commentary of Proverbs 22:6 states, “Careful 
consideration of lexical and contextual factors suggests that train up a child in the way he 


should go needs to be reexamined.”° 


The verb fo train really refers to a bestowal of status 
and responsibility. The noun-translated child denotes the status of a late adolescent rather 
than a child. Jn the way he should go is best understood as according to what is expected. 
The original intent of this verse addresses a late adolescent’s entrance into his place in 
adult society. This should be done with celebration and encouragement giving him the 
respect, status, and responsibilities commensurate with his position as a young adult. This 
reinterpretation necessitates fresh application of the proverb beyond the concerns of 


childrearing.”’ Mr. Hildebrandt states further, “This proverb has brought encouragement, 


hope, anxiety, and guilt to countless parents who have faced the uncertainty and 
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confusion of child-rearing.”* Proverbs 22:6 have served as an anchor for young parents, 
who are anxiously striving to find their way in the Hurley-burley of child-rearing. On the 
flip side, Mr. Hildebrandt points out that ‘another group of young parents, sensitive to 
daily feelings of inadequacy, experiences intense anxiety over the possible long-term 
damage they see themselves doing to their child. If the child goes astray, this verse seems 
to point the finger of guilt at them.”? Mr. Hildebrandt’s commentary cleverly looks at 
every possible emotion that a parent could feel about implementing Proverbs 22: 6 as 
well as his interpretation of what train up means. Ted Hildebrandt’s commentary is 
unbiased and analyzes Proverb 22:6 with honesty, and wit. 

Mr. Hildebrandt makes it clear that training children in their early developmental 
years is crucial to the formation of a child’s emotional and religious outlook on life. 
Hence, the writer concurs with Hildebrandt, since Proverbs 22:6 is “in support of a 
plethora of educational and; developmental childrearing philosophies, paradigms and 
programs.”!° 

On the opposing side in support for Proverbs 22:6, Kidner, Delitzsch, Osterley, 
Toy, McKane and the Jewish author Saadia have taken a personal aptitude regarding 
Proverbs 22:6.!! They believe that parents should examine what their children’s gifts are 
and align their rearing to meet the needs of their children’s talents. The writer disagrees 


with the above stance, because children’s’ gifts are from God, and the manner in which 
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they use their gifts should be aligned with the Word of God.!? ‘Toy and Oesterley suggest 
that there is more of an element of fate or destiny. For them, the child should be trained 
according to the manner of life for which they are destined.'? The writer disagrees with 
the above philosophy, because in order for a child to be successful in life, God Almighty 
must order their steps. 

The Agora Bible Commentary of the Book of Proverbs states, ““The Book of 
Proverbs will not allow Christians to linger in the land of the theoretical. We love to keep 
Christianity on an abstract level, rather than on an applicational one. Our greatest failing 
as Christians is not that we know too little (while that is often regrettably true), but that 
we fail to do what we know we should. The emphasis of Proverbs is both on the 
acquisition of wisdom and the application of it. Seldom do we find ourselves in church in 
this book, but rather in the home, on the job, and dealing with the mundane matters of 
daily living. The writer holds fast to the premise, that it is extremely important for the 
Word of God to be applied to every area of life.” '* 

Fred Widdowson’s commentary on Proverbs 22:6, is a wonderful summary; he 
states, “This is one of the most popular verses in the Bible, often quoted and misquoted, 
but one from which parents derive a lot of comfort. The first thing I would say for 
Christians, is that the only way to train up a child in the way that he should go, is to live 


before that child as the kind of Christian you want to be.”'° The writer concurs with Mr. 
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Widdowson’s commentary, because if children are not raised to live as the Word of God 
dictates, they will depart from it, and live as society mandates them to exist. Hence, it is 
not only parents’ responsibility to teach children that God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost loves, protects, leads and guides them. God holds both parents and 
Christian educators accountable for training children in the way they should go, so that 
they will obtain the kingdom of Heaven. 

Kenneth Copeland’s book, The Blessing of the Lord makes Rich and He adds no 
Sorrow with It impacted the writer in a very poignant way. Because of the stance that 
Kenneth Copeland takes regarding the importance of having the Bible undergird every 
aspect of Christians’ lives. Kenneth Copeland states, 

In fact, the Lord has been expanding my understanding of what it means to be 

blessed, for decades now. During that time, He’s taught me more about different 

parts of His blessing. He’s increased my revelation of the new birth and the 
salvation part of it, the peace that passes understanding part, and the gifts of the 


spirit part. He’s shown me how His blessing can affect not only our own lives, our 
families and the church, but also our government and nation.”* 


Hence, the writer affirms what Kenneth Copeland states above; it is mandatory 
that Christian parents teach their children that they are blessed in every area of their lives, 
and use the gifts of the Spirit to honor and serve God on earth. 

What does God say about educating children? “Dedicate, therefore in the first 
instance, your child to God; and nurse, teach and discipline him as God’s child, whom He 
has entrusted to your care”!® Upon focusing on what scripture state about educators, the 
writer found “Biblical Foundation of Christian Education .com”’ to be extremely 
supportive. The scriptures are saturated with educational implications and imperatives. 


The promotion and preservation of the faith are common themes throughout scripture, but 
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the means employed to fulfill these tasks are distinctive between the testaments. Within 
this lies the caution that some models and methods of education in the scriptures are by 
nature culturally specific. Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III in his sermon entitled, “The Lord’s 
Morning” on May 22, 2005 stated, 


The Apostle Paul was a great mentor as well as surrogate father to his protégé’ 
Timothy. ‘Look at verses 14 and 15.Here Paul tells us that we are to 
continue...that is, that we are to persist and abide in the Scriptures. Paul had been 
exhorting Timothy in verses 10-13 to continue to follow his example: “Timothy, 
you’re doing well; you’re following my teaching, in my conduct, in my purpose, 
in my faith, patience, love, perseverance, persecutions and sufferings. You’re 
doing that Timothy; good! Continue to do that.'’ 


Is not this what every Christian parent as well as educators ought to say to the youth they 
are raising/teaching? 
Robert Pazmino who is the author of “God Our Teacher,” very explicitly says, 
‘God serves as the ultimate teacher, our teacher throughout eternity.”!® Mr. Pazmino 
continues in his book to acknowledge that, 
The vitality of Christian education depends on the theological roots of the Trinity. 
These roots require thoughtful consideration and application to teaching practice. 
The importance of knowing God as teacher finds warrant from a surprising 
source. Job’s friend Elihu poses the basic question for Job and all of us: ‘Who is a 
teacher like him? (Job 36:22). The implication is that there is no teacher like God 


the Father, Son , and Spirit. “They have taught humanity since time began. So the 
biblical record affirms the Triune God as our ultimate teacher.””!? 


Mr. Pazmino continues to solidify the fact about God being our ultimate teacher 
with a compelling chapter on “Jesus the Master Teacher.” While reading this chapter, the 
writer felt an even stronger yearning to learn about and implement the teachings of Jesus 


Christ. “A fascination with Jesus as teacher has persisted down through the ages and 
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rightfully so. The Jewish leader and teacher Nicodemus first says, “Rabbi, we know that 
you are a teacher who has come from God” (Jn 3:2). If we are truly committed to the 
ministries of Christian education, a teacher coming from God demands our attention, 
wonder, and awe. Those who have given careful attention to the principles and particulars 
of Jesus’ teachings have often responded with hearts and minds pregnant with wonder 
and awe. For Christians, Jesus alone stands as the Master Teacher, as the exemplar or 
model for teaching whose life and ministry are worthy of passionate consideration and 
emulation.”!” 

As a Christian educator, the writer found the incarnation of organizing principles 
for teaching that Mr. Pazmino identifies is in fact the anchor for Christian educators. 
Transformation and connection are the two principles that Mr. Pazmino discusses, and he 
states, “Christians claim that transformation with Jesus Christ in his early ministry is now 
possible through the ministry of the Holy Spirit. This transformation makes possible a 
connection with the Trinity in human life that in turn affects all of creation.””° 

Jesus was the greatest teacher who ever lived on earth, and made a change in the 
minds of men. Emery Nester in his study of Christology, The Doctrine of Christ states, 
“Christianity differs from other world religions in that Christ is absolutely central in the 
Christian religion.”! Jesus, and his teachings are at the center of Christian Education. 

According to Christ.org, “the teaching mode of the Savior was varied. He used a 


number of different ways to teach the people. He expounded on God The Father. One of 


His favorite methods was telling stories. These stories are often called parables. Jesus 
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Christ used parables to reach people at a variety of levels. Those who knew how to and 
were willing to listen with their hearts were able to pull deep meanings from the stories. 
Others at least heard a good story. Jesus often used the story to hold his audience’s 
attention. After the story was told, it was frequently explained.”** The same teaching 
technique is used by many educators today. 

Jack L. Seymour and Donald E. Miller in “Theological Approaches to Christian 
Education” states, “The fundamental issue for Christian religious education is our 
response to God in Jesus Christ—that is, the issue of revelation, how God’s Will is to be 
known.”” In Chapter 7, entitled, “Christian Education and Christian Formation” by 
Susanne Johnson, Ms. Johnson states, 


Christian education consists of three intentional, interrelated, and lifelong 
processes by which the church itself, as well as the faith of individual Christians, 
is built up and built into the creative and redemptive activity of God in all 
creation. (If this does not happen, the church is simply a social gathering, no 
different from any other sociological entity.) The three organically related 
processes are worship, praxis, and instruction. Together, they create a rich, 
multifaceted ecology of spiritual care and Christian formation.”* 


The writer focuses on the instructional piece of the process in her project, and 
utilizes the synthesis process of Ms. Johnson’s chapter notes. 


Instruction emphasizes the teaching office of the church. Through instruction, 
Christian education helps the church retell, rehearse, and reinterpret the Christian 
Story so that believers may become ever more faithfully conformed to the reality 
it renders. Instruction is, therefore, more than simple transmission. Through the 
dynamic, intentional process of teaching and learning that instruction entails, we 
help the church critically reflect upon and faithfully revise itself the family of 
God. We help it investigate and inquire into what it means to call itself the family 
of God, the body of Christ, the household of faith, the new covenant.!> 


2Jesus Christ Savior and Redeemer, (accessed march 2012) www.Jesus.Christ.org. 
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The writer is in agreement with Susanne Johnson, “Christian Education, therefore, 
is ministry that helps the church immerse believers in the many forms of spiritual 
discipline, reflect upon their meaning, and integrate them into their lives as skills or 
aspects of Christian character.”!° 

Christian Education should enable human growth and development in young 
people. Hence, James Fowler’s theory on faith development relies heavily on Piaget. 
“Piaget’s dualism of structure and content is appropriated as a conceptual tool, by which 
to separate the psychological operations of meaning-making from their religious content. 
Thus Fowler defines faith as a process through which persons apprehend their relatedness 
to a transcendent center or centers of meaning and value. This definition brackets 
considerations of the object of faith—God—and the contents of faith—images, symbols, 
and rituals.”?°A stage of faith is but part of a larger picture, a whole that is not attained 
even at the last stage. Knowing one’s stage of faith is certainly not a prerequisite for 
growing into a deeper and more meaningful relationship with God.””° 

Fowler continues stating, “Once adolescence has been reached and the final stage 
of Piaget’s cognitive development (formal operational thinking) has been attained, the 
focus of the stages of faith shifts toward the formation of persons-in-relation-to the 
transcendent. As Stuart McLean notes, 

There is a change from the organic root metaphor of structure, which dominates 

the organization and description of faith development in the years from childhood 


through late adolescence, to a covenantal metaphor, which illumines the 
transformation of the self in a community of faith.’ 
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The writer strongly believes that faith must be taught to young people from 
childhood to adulthood as Stuart Mclean suggests, so they will be equipped to encounter 
the unforeseen pitfalls in life. 

Choan-Seng Song in his essay, “Christian Education in a World of Religious 
Pluralism,” presents the problem so poignantly, “A divorce has taken place between 
theology and education.””° The author continued to point out that, 


Christian education has had either a marginal status within theological 
curriculum, or separate existence, with a polite but indifferent nod from other 
disciplines. And this has resulted in some strange things. To be engaged in 
theology, it is assumed, is not quite the same as being engaged in education. The 
task of theology is to explore the origin, development, and formulation of the 
content of the Christian faith. As to education, the main concern is focused on 
theories of education, psychology of learning, application of educational skills. 
This division of labor between theology and education proves detrimental to the 
growth of Christian people and the Christian church. The result is bad theology 
and bad education. It is because of this division that when we speak of theological 
education, Christian education usually is absent from our reflection and 
discussion? The fact, however, is that we cannot talk about Christian education 
without talking about theological education; or about theological education, 
without Christian education.”! 


Jack L. Seymour and Donald E. Miller in their book entitled, Theological 
Approaches to Christian Education states, “The goal of Christian Education is life in the 
Risen Lord. This turns the focus of faith from maturity, or development, to the 
imaginable content of faith; from being saved to living; from maturity to abundance of 
life. The goal is meant to be both individual and communal, both confessional and active. 
It is very much centered in the gospel, especially the Pauline concept of resurrection, but 


is, at the same time, engaged in ongoing reality.””® 
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Life in the risen Lord is spiritual and devotional. Christian education reinterprets 
the stories of faith; scriptural and contemporary, to encourage spiritual discipline.””° 
Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of Almighty God the One entity whom we want our 
youth to put their faith and trust in. The writer is in total agreement with Seymour and 
Miller regarding the risen Lord being the reason for living in the Christian school context. 
“The new definition of Christian religious education takes up themes from the approaches 
of a decade ago and reinterprets them according to contemporary discussion and praxis. 
The role of Christian education can be enormously significant in the coming decades, if 
the directions indicated here are elaborated by the people of God as they address great 
issues of our time within God’s grace-filled creativity.”*° The writer strongly believes 
that Christian youth should be given a spiritual, educational, social and global view of 
Christianity and its meaning of truth. 

Karl Barth who is clearly one of the most prominent and influential Protestant 
theologians of the twentieth century in Marcia J. Bunge’s book, The Child in Christian 
Thought, addresses children in the following manner; “They, too, are creatures of God. 
Like all human creatures, they possess impulses and desires that must be respected and 
ordered to responsible existence. Under no circumstances should they be identified with 
an inherited strain of original sin.”*! In this point we find, at once, a contrast to Augustine 
and others in the Christian tradition. Barth rejects outright hereditary transmission of sin 


as an extremely unfortunate and mistaken doctrine that would rule out a human agent’s 
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responsibility for the evil he or she does or becomes.*” The writer concurs with Barth and 
believes that children should not be held accountable for sin that they have not 
committed; since children are not held accountable by God for sins that they commit 
before the age of twelve years old. 

Barth continues to state what it means to be a child in the following way; “First, 
children are needy beginners. They are inept, inexperienced, unskilled, and immature,’ 
but as such, they may humbly acknowledge their need and assume a “sheer readiness to 
learn.”°? 

“Second, being a child is characteristically to be at play. We discover this idea 
throughout Barth’s rhapsodic writings on Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. In his music, 
Mozart’s playing reflects the absence of self-preoccupation. Unlike Beethoven, he is not 
focused on personal confession. He is not even about the business of communicating a 
message or doctrine (as Barth reads Bach) Mozart just sounds and sings with an 
objectivity that includes an intuitive, childlike awareness of the essence or center—as 
also the beginning and end- of all things.”*+ The writer believes that children should be 
free and not burdened with the cares of the church, school nor world in general. 

“The third portrayal is a bit more systematic, although it refers explicitly not to 
being a child but rather to the young’” specific opportunity to realize their freedom in 
limitation”. Finite persons respond to God’s call; they have a limited time and stand in a 
particular vocation or place of responsibility. That place includes one’s chronological 


stage of life. Barth repeats the theme that, whether we be young, mature, or 
>2Tbid. 


Ibid, 392. 


*Ibid., 393. 


39 


old, we are to respond to God’s requirements for us as if we were setting out. Although 
he insists that we will do so as the same person we have become, he is just as resolute 
about our being also and especially beginners in our response to grace.”*> 

The three descriptions of being a child develop from an elaborate theological 
vision. Barth sets them before his readers as part of the attempt to witness to God’s Word, 
revealed in Jesus Christ and attested to in the Holy Scripture. They are warranted for him 
by the way they fit within a full and faithful account of the identity of God and God’s 
covenant with humanity, and not by a view of what is deemed essential childhood in, say, 
its natural access to the divine.*° 

Barth’s second interest simply stated is to explicate the divine commandment that 
children honor their mother and father. We may discover the content of Barth’s moral 
analysis by directing our attention to his passing commentaries on Ephesians 6:1-4: 
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your mother and father 
(this is the first commandment with a promise), that it may be well with you and that you 
may have long life on the earth. Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring 
them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”>’ The first two sentences indicate 
the basis, limit, and meaning of parental authority and filial honor. Together with the 
subsequent injunction, the passage as a whole is a guide for the nurturance and education 


of children.”** Karl Barth and the writer are on the same page with respect to obedience 
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of parents is the prerequisite for the educational training in the Christian arena for young 
people. 

God is unequivocally our greatest source of wisdom and knowledge. Hence, Jesus 
is the greatest teacher who ever walked the face of His Father’s earth. Hence, Jesus is the 
most precious and most valuable ingredient in teaching children the importance of 
adhering to God’s plan for their lives. 

Ben House who is the author of Classical Christian Education: A Look at Some 
History states, “The modern public education system has been weighed in many scales 
and found wanting. Critiques of the system in the form of books, articles, news stories, 
speeches, sermons, government reports, and test results have catalogued the numerous 
failings of state schools. Within public education, teachers, administrators, and students 
offer even more criticisms of the system. Whether one considers the arguments of the 
right or conservative end of the political spectrum, where the call is for a return to the 
basics and prayer, to the left or liberal wing of the political spectrum, where the call is for 
more government money, Outcome Based Education, and pluralism, the call is clearly for 
change.”*? 

The writer applauds Mr. House in his assessment for the need for change in the 
public educational system. There is clearly chaos and pandemonium in a broken 
educational system. Mr. House continues saying, “State schools are expected to do 
everything: prepare students for college or vocational technical jobs, enable brighter and 
slower students to excel at their respective levels, inculcate the right values, teach proper 
sexual, and gender understanding and harmony, win ball games, and do all of these things 
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in a manner that is pleasing to the students so they will not be bored or discouraged. In 
spite of these messianic expectations, public schools are not sure what they are supposed 
to be doing. In the midst of a host of bugle commands, they are not sure which way to 
charge. There is no clear philosophy or direction.”*° Mr. House emphatically expresses 
the writer’s personal assessment of what the state of the public educational system is and 
why Bible study and prayer are crucial elements to making the necessary changes to a 
broken system in our country. 

Mr. House continues to espouse, “The theological foundations must be 
established upon the scriptures. In education, Christians have too often seen the Bible 
either as a book to be studied in a separate subject, i.e., Bible class, or as a devotional 
book. Christian education must teach not only Bible details, but also biblical systematic 
theology. From that theology, Christians must develop a worldview that applies biblical 
concepts to every area of life. Thankfully, this has been done numerous times in the 
history of Christianity.”*! 

Bill Muehlenberg’s commentary on issues of the day, “The case for Christian 
Education,” gives a very clear and concise historical dictum regarding the crucial need 
for Christian education. ‘Up until 175 years ago, most people were educated at home, or 
by the church. As such, public education is a relatively new phenomenon. But today it is 
the major means of education in the Western world. Sure, there are religious schools, 
private schools, and home schooling, but most people attend public schools. 

Perhaps fifty or 100 years ago, this was not a bad thing, as most schools back then 
reflected the culture at large, and in most of the Western world, that culture was primarily 
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Christian in nature. But times have changed, and secularization has pushed out religion, 
making our schools—and everything else- not only devoid of religion but often-quite 
hostile to it. 

Christianity is especially unwanted in our modern educational system. Secularist 
values along with New Age nonsense, political correctness, and leftwing politics and 
ideology reign in most of our schools. Thus the Christian parent is in a dilemma as to 
where their children should be educated. Because of this increase in the radicalization and 
secularization of our educational system, more and more parents are putting their kids 
into private schools—especially Christian schools or are resorting to home schooling. 
These trends have been steady for some time now and look to continue for quite a while. 

A major reason given as to why parents are unhappy with the public educational 
system is the lack of values. Faith and family values are largely absent from our public 
schools. Instead, they have become hotbeds for all sorts of radical and trendy causes. 
Thus schools are breeding grounds for political correctness, homosexuality, radical 
feminism, and anti-Western values.” 

Mr.Muehlenberg and the writer are on the same page with respect to the dire need 
for Christian education because of the lack of Christian values in the public school arena, 


which is contributing to its demise. 


“Church Culture, The Case For Christian Education,(accessed August 2013) www.billmuehlen 
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CHAPTER THREE 
THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Biblical Foundations 


All your children shall be taught by the Lord, and great shall be the 
peace of your children (Is 54:13, NKJV). 


Thesis Statement 

Our children are experiencing great spiritual warfare in their schools and 
communities. Hence it is crucial for them to be trained to live according to the Word of 
God in order to deal with supernatural attacks from the demonic forces in every area of 
their lives, and in all of their affairs. 

The scripture based texts for this project have been selected to impact the attitudes 
of children age’s twelve-fourteen in order to glorify Almighty God, Jesus Christ, and the 
Holy Spirit. The writer has chosen Proverbs 22:6, “Direct your children onto the right 
path, and when they are older, they will not leave it” (NLT), as the Old Testament 
scripture and 2 Timothy 3:14-15. 

But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. You have been 
taught the Holy Scriptures .You know they are true, for you know you can trust those 
who taught you. You have been taught the Holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have 
given you wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus” (NLT), 


as the New Testament scripture to fulfill the requirements for this segment of the project. 
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The writer will discuss, as Dr. Thomas Dozeman stated in his syllabus for the Biblical 
Foundations’ class, two central themes: 

1) The issues that are prominent 

2) The motivation of the writer at the present time. ! 
The issues that are prominent in Proverbs 22:6 are the importance of raising children 
according to the ways of God, and then they will stay strong in the Word of God and not 
forget what they were taught as children. In 2 Timothy 3:14-15, the message to Timothy 
from Paul is to remember what his grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice taught him, 
and to never forget the teachings he was taught. 

Kenneth Copeland stated in his message, “Combined Prisoner”, and in the KCM 
Bible notes, 

Read the Bible as God talking straight to you as a Father. He loves you and wants 

the best for you. Do not be distracted by the arguments and theories of men. Some 

have worked hard at making the Bible complicated. It is quite simply a love letter 

from God to you. This is not bad mail. It’s good news from cover to cover. God 


knows who you are and where you are. He knows why He created you. And he 
has a plan to get you on the road to your destiny in him.” 


Consequently, the writer’s purpose is to embrace and romance the scriptures that 
support God’s plan for educating young people, ages twelve-twenty-four through Bible 
study, and disclose why Proverbs 22:6 and 2 Timothy 3:14-15 support the writer’s 
project. Children belong to God and not to their parents; hence, they should be taught to 
walk in His ways. 

Frederick Tiffany and Sharon H. Ringe stated in Biblical Interpretation, a Road 


Map, and Responding to a Biblical Passage Can Feel Risky “After all, we have been told 
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what these passages are supposed to mean! But often in the process of careful reading 
and analysis, questioning and research, reflection and dialogue, different voices are 
heard.”? The writer applied the suggestions for reading and interpreting biblical texts to 
Proverbs 22:6, which gives instructions on how children should be trained: train up a 
child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 

The Agora Bible Commentary revealed that the book of Proverbs was a collection 
of prudent sayings from numerous sources, including King Solomon, laying realistic 
rules for right living based on godly wisdom. These sayings contend with many different 
problems and situations. Most of the book of Proverbs is very short and easy to 
remember, though not structured in a topical way; yet, nearly every verse brings up a new 
and important idea. The book of Proverbs presents the idea that we as human beings are 
either good or evil, wise or foolish, with God or without God, though both in their own 
right are known by their deeds, their fruits, their chosen ways in life, and their fitting 
ends.4 

Children can be saved when they receive knowledge about God. When we 
observe the present day age, we find a lot of cleverness and very little wisdom, an 
abundance of mechanical accomplishment and very modest true living or understanding 
of life; there is a dire need for guidance and instruction. Just as all scripture does, 
Proverbs teaches us two fundamental, yet essential, lessons upon which all true 


undertakings by all civilization must be founded upon: “It is not in man himself to direct 
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his way aright,”> and “The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom.”° The book of 
Proverbs emphasizes, more so than the rest of the Bible even, that the central truth that 
the Gospel of salvation is a way of life. For it to be effective and mean anything, it has to 
control all behavior, actions, and activities of the mind, body, and soul.’ 

Ted Hildebrandt, in his commentary of Proverbs 22:6 stated, “Careful 
consideration of lexical and contextual factors suggests to ‘Train up a child in the way he 
should go,’ needs to be reexamined. The verb tense ‘to train’ really refers to a bestowal of 
status and responsibility. The noun translated ‘child’ denotes the status of a late 
adolescent, rather than a child. ‘In the way he should go’ is best understood as ‘according 
to what is expected.’ The original intent of this verse addresses a late adolescent’s 
entrance into his place in adult society. This should be done with celebration and 
encouragement giving him the respect, status, and responsibilities commensurate with his 
position as a young adult. This reinterpretation necessitates fresh application of the 
proverb beyond the concerns of childrearing.”’* 

Hildebrandt further stated, “This proverb has brought encouragement, hope, 
anxiety, and guilt to countless parents who have faced the uncertainty and confusion of 
child-rearing. It has provided encouragement to those responsible parents who after 
working to balance family, relationships, and careers, find reassurance that all of their 
labors ultimately will not be in vain. This verse has also provided rays of hope to those 


who, having reared their child in the best way they knew, have had their hearts broken as 
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their child rebels and goes astray. They agonize under the pain that God recognized to be 
one of the deepest sorrows of human existence (Mt 23:37; Hos 11:1-2; Prv10:1). To those 
parents, this verse gives hope that when he is old the prodigal will return. Another group 
of young parents, sensitive to daily feelings of inadequacy, experience intense anxiety 
over the possible long-term damage they see themselves doing to their child. If the child 
did go astray, this verse seems to point the finger of guilt at them.”® 

“Assuming that Proverbs 22:6 is a proverb and not a promise” the first question of 
interpretation must be: ‘What did the verse originally mean when it was recorded in the 
book of Proverbs?””!° “‘Train up’ is an initial verbal imperative, found only five times in 
the Old Testament. The tension between how this word is used elsewhere in scripture and 
the alleged pedagogical, semantic component found in the translation ‘train up’ (KJV, 
NASB, RSV, NIV, TEV [teach] has been passed over by many commentators.”!! 

Hildebrandt also stated, “Most commentators accept, without discussion, the 
translation of train up as the meaning of the word j noHE in Proverbs 22:6. The phrase 
train up is the careful nurturing, instructing, and disciplining of the child in an attempt to 
inculcate a wise and moral character. Such training is mentioned in Proverbs 13:24; 
19:18; 22:15; 23:13-14; 29:15, 17; cf. and Hebrews 12:5f. Consequently, this proverb is 
cited in support of a plethora of educational and developmental childrearing philosophies, 
paradigms and programs.”!? Hildebrandt made it extremely clear that training children in 


their early years is crucial, and should not be short changed, due to the state of 
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dysfunctional homes in our American society. Until the tenets of the scripture are applied 
to family life in general, change will be slow in coming. 

Kidner, Delitzsch, Oesterley, Toy, McKane and the Jewish author, Saadihave, 
have taken a personal aptitude regarding Proverbs 22:6. They believe that parents should 
observe and be knowledgeable of their children’s gifts and align their child-rearing 
experiences to meet the needs of the children’s talents. Toy and Oesterley suggested that 
there is more of an element of fate or destiny. For them, the child should be trained 
according to the manner of life for which he is destined. Hildebrandt stated, “The child- 
rearing interpretation has been so convenient and potent in addressing a major concern of 
many parents. Can this verse, with this proposed interpretation, provide for our world the 
dynamic interpersonal power that it must have originally evoked? First, the rfana was the 
one being initiated and being given the recognition of his status, which his title bestowed 
him. Does this not teach that in initiating an adolescent into a position, the young person 
should be given the respect and dignity due the title under which he is being trained? If 
given that type of recognition, he will willingly continue on his services when he gets 
older because he has gained in that position the dignity, respect, and responsibility which 
provide him a healthy level of satisfaction.” 

Also, as part of a familial setting, the thought of initiating someone with a suitable 
level of dignity, respect, and responsibility is also important. In view of creation, the late 


adolescent (rfana) should be treated with dignity and respect (Gn 2) and redemption 
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(Rev 20). Thus, children should be given experience, training, status, and responsibilities 
that correspond to their roles in the Kingdom of God."4 

The Agora Bible Commentary of the Book of Proverbs stated that the Book of 
Proverbs would not allow Christians to remain in the territory of the theoretical. They 
noted how we continually keep Christianity on an abstract level, rather than one that can 
actually be applied. As Christians our utmost failure is not so much that we do not know, 
yet in some cases that is the situation; however, we tend to fail to do what we know we 
should do. The book of Proverbs emphasizes both, the acquiring of wisdom and the 
actual application of it. The Proverbs are very seldom covered in church, but rather we 
find ourselves drawn to them at home, on the job, and when dealing with the 
circumstances of everyday life.'° 

Fred Widdowson’s Commentary on Proverbs 22:6 is a wonderful summary 
stating, “This is one of the most popular verses in the Bible, often quoted and misquoted, 
but one from which parents derive a lot of comfort. The first thing I would say for 
Christians is that the only way to train up a child in the way that he should go is to live 
before that child as the kind of Christian you want to be. The Bible also says very 
explicitly things you are not to do and things you are to do with regard to raising a child. 
Train up your child in the way he should go. When they are old they will not depart from 


it. It will be a real and powerful part of their life that will sustain them through every 
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crisis and lead them to a closer relationship with their Creator and Savior each day. Give 
them that firm foundation.”!® 

Hence, it is not only parents’ responsibility to teach children that God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit loves, protects, leads, and guides them. God holds 
both parents and Christian educators accountable for training children in the way they 
should go, so that they will obtain eternal life. Joyce Eady Myers in her dissertation, 
Children’s Spiritual Development Analysis Of Program Practices and Recommendations 
for Early Childhood Professionals, University of North Texas, 2009, stated, ““The terms 
spirituality, spiritual development, religious development, and faith development are 
often used interchangeably without clarity as to the meaning!’. The writer believes that 
the above terms are relative and can be applied synonymously to the understanding of 
children’s’ religious/spiritual development. The most comprehensive study of children’s 
faith development to date was the research by Fowler who stated that his study of Erik 
Erikson, Laurence Kohlberg, and Jean Piaget led to his research. '* Fowler identified three 
stages of faith in childhood: primal faith, intuitive projective faith, and mythic-literal 
faith. Primal faith was identified as the stage of faith during infancy to age two. In this 
stage, a pre-language disposition of trust forms in the mutuality of the child’s 
relationships with parents and caregivers. Intuitive-projective faith has been identified 
with children who are three and four-years old who are in this faith stage. This is a time 


when children learn their faith intuitively, rather than with formal logic. Mythic-literal 
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faith has been identified as the faith stage, which occurs between the ages of six and the 
middle school years. This stage initiates the beginning of reflection on the feelings and 
ideas of faith. Children in this stage are able, not only to remember facts and the sequence 
of events, but also to discover meaning in them. The meanings, however, are concrete 
and literal. In this stage, children are able to sort out make-believe from real.!° 
Obviously, mythic-literal faith is the stage of faith that is appropriate for the purpose of 
this dissertation. Most Christian middle school youth have a deep understanding of who 
God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit is and their importance in their lives. They also have a 
deep and abiding love for the Triune God and many of the youth attend Bible study 
classes, and also read the Bible regularly. | Fowler’s view was that faith did not 
automatically unfold; children were born with a readiness for faith, but needed an 
environment of love, care, and interaction with nurturing caregivers for their faith to 
develop. Faith involves development and conversion. In a Christian context, conversion 
means to renounce sin and commit to a life of righteousness (Ro 3:23; Acts 16:31). 
Development prepares the way for conversion.”? The writer agrees with Fowler, because 
children are definitively products of their environments and if they are not taught to love, 
and obey God, then they will not do it. 

Timothy had Paul’s confidence, and they had a father/son 
relationship. To the Church of Corinth that was in a state of disarray, Paul said, 
“Therefore, I urge you to imitate me. For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my 
son, in whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in 
Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church” (1 Cor 4:17- 
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18). The writer has chosen 2 Timothy 3:14-15, as Dr. J. Ligon Duncan, III shared in his 
sermon entitled, “The Lord’s Morning” on May 22, 2005, Look at verse 15; here Paul 
tells us that we are to continue...that is, that we are to persist and abide in the scriptures. 
Paul had been exhorting Timothy in verses 10-13 to continue to follow his example 
saying, “Timothy, you are doing well; you are following my teaching, in my conduct, in 
my purpose, in my faith, patience, love, perseverance, persecutions, and sufferings. You 
are doing that, Timothy; good! Continue to do that.”7! 

Is not this what every Christian parent, as well as, Christian educators 
ought to say to the youth they are raising or teaching? “But here, Paul specifically turns 
and says, “Timothy, follow (persist, continue, abide) in the things that you have learned.” 
The writer noticed what Paul emphasized here; he emphasized from whom he had 
learned these things. Paul began this book by saying, ‘Timothy, I remember your 
grandmother, and I know your mother. I know what kind of women they are; they are 
godly women; they are women of the Book; and they are women of faith. I know that 
when you were sitting on their knee, when you were leaning against them as a child, they 
were teaching you the Book; they were teaching you the faith. They were teaching you 
about the one true God of the Word. Now, Timothy, you remember from whom you have 
learned this. This is not some fad, false prophet who is coming along to tell you about the 
truth; you have heard that truth ever since you were a child, from your mother and your 


grandmother. Now, you continue in the truth.” 


1Dr. J. Ligon Duncan, III, 2 Timothy, www.fpcjackson.org/resources/sermons /II%20 Timothy 
/23.1617.htm (accessed March 2012). 


Ibid. 


53 


Paul instructed Timothy to perform his Gospel service based on a life of patience, 
purity, and integrity. Each one of us has, at one time or another, been told by our elders to 
stay on the straight and narrow, and not forget our upbringing, because we are a 
reflection of our parents. Also, Paul told Timothy that people will speculate about the 
truth and will believe wrong things about the truth. People will argue about the truth. 
People will be haters of the truth, and oppose the truth. He tells Timothy to continue on in 
the truth.”° 

Who was Timothy and what do we know about him? Timothy was a God- 
follower, and possessed great faith in Jesus Christ as well as in the promises of the Word 
of God. After all, Timothy had a believing mother and a pagan father. He was taught 
from childhood the Holy Scriptures, and it was a faith that accompanied him throughout 
childhood and was strong enough to gain the attention of the Apostle Paul who 
essentially adopted him as his son. It is by Paul’s example that the writer hopes to teach, 
lead, guide, and minister to young people in a holy, Bible based setting. Paul later sent 
Timothy to the congregation at Philippe because he was like souled. But I trust in the 
Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly that I may be encouraged when I know your 
state. For I have no one like-minded who will sincerely care for your state (Phil 2:19-20, 
NKJV). 

What does this tell us about Timothy? “First he kept the faith from his childhood 
and found no stumbling block in it. Most likely, his youth was difficult, as most of our 
urban youth lives are today. He was of mixed-blood, with a Jewish mother and a Greek 
father. This would exclude the young boy from a lot of things. Then his mother converted 
to Christianity, further excluding him from another community. Instead of lowering his 
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standards, he must have had the presence of the Lord about him that Paul made him a 
missionary partner.””4 

“Tn his personal life, Timothy should continue living as he had, rather than turning 
aside to follow the example of the evil men Paul had just mentioned. Timothy’s conduct 
grew out of what he had learned that gave him personal convictions.”*° 

Just like Christian parents, “Jewish parents were expected to teach their children 
the Law from the age of five onwards. Timothy’s convictions grew stronger because 
Paul’s life had backed up the truth that Timothy had learned from him. Furthermore, they 
were consistent with the sacred scriptures that he had learned from him. Also, they were 
consistent with the sacred scriptures that he had known all his life (i.e., the Hebrew 
scriptures, cf. 1; 5). These inspired writings convey wisdom and lead to personal 


salvation from sin because they point to Christ. Thus, they are reliable and powerful.””° 


The Gospel of Jesus Christ 


The writer has learned that Jesus was the greatest teacher who ever lived and He 
did not have to give long lectures about God’s Truth. He often taught in parables, and His 
message was received and understood by the people. Jesus was truly a mentor for every 
teacher who has lived and taught in a classroom. 

Jesus of Nazareth is the central figure of the Christian religion. Christians regard 

him as Lord, the God-Man, the Christ, and Redeemer. The celebrations of His 


birth, death, and resurrection mark the holiest days of the Christian calendar. 
However, Christians regard Jesus as the master teacher. Certainly, the effect of 


4The Church of Jesus Christ, www.Thechurchof jesuschrist.us/category/doctrine/holiness/page/3/ 
(accessed March 2012). 
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the method and content of Jesus’ teachings have had a great impact on the 
Christian faith and education.”’ 


Robert H. Stein has pointed out that, of all the titles used for Jesus in the Gospels, 
the one most frequently used is teacher.”* This title was used forty-five times, and the 
particular title Rabbi was used fourteen times. James E. Reed and Ronnie Prevost believe 
that we have to refer to the Gospels of Jesus Christ in order to get the full picture of Jesus 
as Teacher. “Some believe Jesus’ expertise as a teacher was inherent in His divinity. If 
these skills were acquired, where did Jesus learn them? Although the general answer to 
this question is rather simple, specific answers may be open to conjecture. Jesus was born 
into a devout Jewish home. In light of this and the miraculous circumstances surrounding 
his birth, Joseph and Mary made available the best education that their circumstances 
would allow to the boy, Jesus.””? 

Our Lord Jesus was taught the rituals and feasts required. Luke told of the twelve 
year old Jesus going with his parents to the Passover at Jerusalem. There the young man 
began to take his place “in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them 
and asking them questions” (Lk 2:46). Luke further commented on the peoples’ wonder 
at Jesus’ exceptional abilities at such a tender age. Middle school youth should follow in 
Jesus footsteps, due to the alignment in their ages with His, and needless to say, He is the 
greatest role model they will ever find. 

The young Jesus received the basic synagogue education. In the synagogue school 


and at home He was taught to read and write. He learned of Moses, the prophets, and the 


7James E. Reed and Ronnie Prevost, A History of Christian Education (Nashville, TN: Broadman 
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other great leaders of Israel. He learned Hebrew, poetry, and proverbs. He was taught the 
history of the Jewish people during what we know today as the intertestamental period. 
Almost certainly, Joseph taught Jesus the family trade of carpentry. 

To understand Jesus, the Teacher, one must understand the role models He had 
and how these models manifested themselves in His life. Remember that Jesus was not 
born in a vacuum but was influenced by what He was taught, just as negative and positive 
role models at school, at home, influence our youth and in the media. The great teachers 
in Jewish history influenced the methodology of those who taught him.*° 

Jesus frequently functioned as a prophet, or nabhi in this position as moral 
messenger during his teaching ministry. He would illustrate his message with an 
objective lesson, just as Jeremiah did. Jesus’ actions were interpreted as such in the 
temple, recorded in Matthew 21:12-13, Mark 11:15-18, and Luke 19:45-47. There is 
documentation that Jesus compared Himself to the wise king, Solomon, and there were 
other implications to other wise men or sages in that same passage which is often 
overlooked, in spite of the copious instances of His use of Jewish wisdom literature found 
in the Old Testament to the Apocrypha for form and content.*! 

Jesus was also referred to as rabbi; he more than likely did not obtain a formal 
education as such. He did, however, teach in the synagogues (Lk 4:16), “was often found 
asking and answering questions regarding the law (Mt 15: 1-9), gathered disciples to 


Himself (Mt 4:18), and taught people regarding ethics” (Mt 6:1-7, 28).*” 
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Jesus, the true Master Teacher, used a vast array of teaching methods, which arose 
from the actual teaching He experienced, not necessarily taught unusually to Him.*? He 
also addressed various learning styles, just as classroom teachers do today in order to 
effectively meet the needs of their students. One of Jesus’ most effective teaching 
methods was His use of parables. “Parables are stories used to illustrate a central truth. 
Generally fictitious, they were at least plausible and drawn from familiar life situations 
with which the learner was somewhat familiar. For instance, the parable of the Prodigal 
Son responding to the Pharisees’ attacks against him for associating with sinners. The 
central lesson of the parable is that a repentant sinner is welcomed by God and should be 
welcomed by others. Jesus used parables to help His students. Parables gave concrete 
expression to abstract principles. At the same time, they required the learner to reflect on 
their meaning.”** 

A great majority of teachers today include experiential lessons in their curriculum 
in order to allow their students to make life connections in the classroom. Jesus obviously 
set the stage for this type of teaching and has proved to be highly effective throughout 
history. “Jesus also used object lessons. In fact, some of Christianity’s most important 
ordinances and symbols came from His object lessons. At the Last Supper (Mk 14: 12- 
26), Jesus used the bread and wine as symbols of His body and blood. Jesus used a drink 
of water to teach a Samaritan woman about true worship and His role as the Christ (Jn 4: 
26). Children were an object lesson in Matthew 19: 13-15, as was the coin in Mark 12: 


13-17, and the widow in Mark 12:41-44. 
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Teachers of the twenty-first century call dialogue, accountable talk in the 
classroom, and they encourage their students to engage in responsible talk during team 
empowering lessons, in order to allow students to become accountable for their learning. 
“Jesus also taught by comparisons. His comparisons took the form of parables, object 
lessons, similes, and metaphors. Similes are figures of speech in which two otherwise 
unlike things are compared explicitly. In a simile, the comparison is usually suggested by 
using a word such as /ike or as. Jesus’ application of simile can be found in such passages 
as Matthew 13:40: “As weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end 
of the age.’”* 

When teaching poetry, educators introduce hyperboles as a technique and writing 
tool that writers and poets use in their poetry. “A teaching method of Jesus that raises 
difficulties of interpretation is overstatement or hyperbole. Certainly, hyperbole seized 
the learner’s attention. Sometimes Jesus’ use of hyperbole was evident, as in Matthew 
7:3, “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention 
to the plank in your eye?’”*® 

Teachers today must be creative in their teaching in order to be effective and 


insure that their students become critical thinkers. Jesus was truly a brilliant teacher and 


is the greatest role model for teachers throughout history. 
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Summary of Biblical Foundations 


The biblical foundations aforementioned support the writer’s project of impacting 
the attitudes of middle school youth through the use of Bible based lessons. Hence, 
reference is made to Proverbs 22:6 which is the foundation for educating and training 
children according to God’s Laws. In addition, 2 Timothy 3:13, 14 is a prime example of 
how Christian parents, guardians, and teachers should counsel and educate young people. 
Furthermore, Jesus was the greatest teacher who ever lived, and He gave long lectures 


about His Father’s truth. 


Historical Foundations 


This segment of the writer’s project focused on the history of Classical Christian 
schools, the Sunday School Movement, Christian Education in Colonial America, 
founders of America who supported Christian Education, Christian Education in the 
Twentieth Century which includes Vacation Bible Study, Religious Instruction, and 
lastly, Christian Education in the Twenty—First Century. The problem is that Twenty- 
First Century youth are ill-equipped to deal with problems in today’s society that affect 
their spiritual, physical and emotional well-being. This is primarily due to many of them 


being inexperienced in the knowledge of the Word of God. 


History of American Christian Education 


“The only means of establishing and perpetuating our republican form of 


government ...is the universal education of our youth in the principles of Christianity by 
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the means of the Bible.”*’ Benjamin Rush, signer of the Declaration of Independence 
advocated that every child in the United States and globally, has a God-given right to be 
educated according to the Word of God.** The illustrious Mr. Benjamin Rush is 
unequivocally correct about the necessity of young Christian people being educated 
according to the Christian ethic. The United States of America was established according 
to the Judeo-Christian doctrine. 

In general, the schools in early American history were Classical Christian schools. 
The instructors were usually ministers who had their training of classical languages and 
literature combined with Protestant theology. In essence, they studied the Bible, both 
Hebrew and Greek. They also read Homer’s Iliad in Greek, Tacitus’ histories in Latin, 
along with, John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion. Moses Waddell, a southern 
Presbyterian preacher and teacher (1770-1840), studied Latin at the age of eight. After 
six years of school, he had completed courses in Greek, Latin, and mathematics. Waddell 
established a school with an enrollment of nearly 180 students in one year, after his 
conversion and entrance into ministry.*? This model for educating children is excellent, 
because it is Bible based, and allows students to study the classics. Classical Christian 
education is very similar in nature to the Common Core Curriculum that is being utilized 
today in the majority of classrooms in the United States. 

“The type of student classical Christian education produced is astounding to 


modern readers. The difficulty and rigor of education made it a prized commodity. The 
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compulsory and egalitarian education system of today has debased the value of the 
commodity. While academic degrees are expected in many fields today, they are rarely 
seen as indicators of academic or intellectual ability. By contrast, education in the past 
was equated with book knowledge, and that knowledge was acquired only by hard work. 
Young Moses Hoge was noted for fastening a book to his plow as he worked in the fields. 
He would plow a furrow, stop and read a page, and then ponder the contents as he plowed 
the next furrow. David Caldwell, as a student, would sit near an open window and study 
into the late hours of the night. Then he would fold his arms on the table, lay his head 
down, and sleep until morning.”*° 

The writer is in agreement with the academically demanding curriculum the early 
American Classical Christian schools offered. During that era, rigor was implemented in 
the students’ daily core lessons. Unlike today, the students of the past, like Moses 
Wadell, Moses Hoge, and David Caldwell, were responsible and accountable student who 
viewed knowledge as a valuable tool, which enabled them to become successful in their 
lives. 

The foundation for Christian education began with the apostolic church, which 
included three distinct groups: the twelve disciples of whom our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ handpicked, missionaries and apostles, as well as, other followers of Jesus Christ. 
“The role of the Apostles as educators in the primitive church was obviously important, 
as well as, formative. Luke recorded that, following Pentecost, those who believed 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching (Acts 2:42). The first major crisis faced by 
the Jerusalem church in Acts 6 gives further clues to this teaching ministry of the 
apostles. A complaint arose from the Grecian Jews that their widows were being 
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neglected in the daily distribution of food. “So the Twelve gathered all the disciples 
together and said, it would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the Word of God 
in order to wait on tables” (Acts 6:2). The first order of priority for the twelve was their 
teaching ministry.*! 

Their attitude was quite appropriate given the loyalty and devotion that they had 
for Jesus and His teachings. “The role of teachers in general (of which, it may be argued, 
the Apostles were the most prominent) was critical to the life of the church as it 
expanded. Many of the New Testament books, particularly the Pauline and Johannine 
writings, report issues regarding teachings and teachers. Paul believed teachers were 
especially gifted of God for their specific function. In 1 Corinthians 12:28, Ephesians 4:1, 
and Romans 12:7, Paul discussed the charismatic nature of teachers and their importance 
to the health of the church as a body. He commended those who obeyed the too much of 
the student to the teacher (1 Cor 1:10-17).”* The writer admires Paul’s admiration for 
teachers, because the ministry of teaching has great impact on the lives of young people. 
Teaching is an honorable profession, and dedicated, loyal, hardworking educators can 
have a life altering effect on the lives of their students. 

“The seeming contradiction may be simply explained. The most important duty of 
the teachers may have been to educate the new converts—primarily in anticipation of 
baptism. If new converts followed the Jewish model of the rabbi/disciple relationship, 
they might make too much of who was their teacher rather than being intent on following 


Jesus. It is obvious that according to Reed and Prevost, “Teachers were concerned with 
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transmitting truths regarding Jesus Christ. This was done primarily in the training of 
baptismal candidates, catechumenal. Early baptismal creeds or confessions were almost 
certainly used in this instruction.” 

It is not clear how the early Christian writings were taught, because the church 
lacked the revenue, which would have provided materials to write on. Most of the people 
came from uneducated backgrounds, hence, “The apostolic church taught implicitly 
through baptism and the Lord’s Supper.”*4 Reed and Prevost also declared, “Teaching 
was a major consideration in the apostolic church. Paul, Peter, John and Jude all wrote 
about false teachers (both Judaizes and Gnostics) warning believers to beware of heretical 
responsibility: “Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because 


bar) 


you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly’” (3:1). Paul’s closing statement 
to Timothy captured this concept: “The things you have heard me say in the presence of 
many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others” 

(2 Tm 2:2). Paul was a highly qualified and honest teacher who conveyed the Word of 
God to the masses with honor and due diligence. He was absolutely correct in warning 


his fellow Apostles and brothers to be vigilant of false teachers. We too must be aware of 


those, who attempt to tweak the holy Word of God for selfish gain. 


The Sunday School Movement 


Every Christian person who was raised in the church setting remembers the 


excitement of attending Sunday school. “The Sunday school is the best known institution 
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of Christian education among Evangelicals today. It is so much a part of Christian 
education that it seems almost normative. Many presume it has always existed, but such 
is not the case. In fact, the Sunday school is relatively new.”*° 

“Although the Christian church established schools of biblical and catechetical 
instruction from its earliest days, the Sunday school traces its roots back only to the late 
eighteenth century.”“° The concept of Sunday school was conceived in England during 
the Industrial Revolution in order to insure that the poor, indigent children who were 
unable to receive a public school education, and succumbed to crime on Sunday (which 
was their only free day from the horrible factories) could in fact, receive instruction in 
basic etiquette. A journalist, Robert Raikes, “Pioneered the Sunday school movement in 
England. Raikes felt that education was an effective tool in battling vice and moral 
degeneration. The primary aim of Raikes’s school was literacy training.” 

As history notes, “In North America schools were held on Sunday well before 
1780. Many of those who had settled in the New World came with deeply seated 
religious convictions. It was only natural that their concern for their children’s literacy 
would join with a like concern for their children’s religious training. John Wesley may 
have begun something akin to a Sunday school in Savannah, Georgia, in 1737. Similar 


institutions sprang up in Ephrata, Pennsylvania, in 1739; in Bethlehem, Connecticut, in 


1740; and in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1744. The purpose of these schools was 
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explicitly and implicitly religious and denominational. They were linked directly to and 
sponsored by churches.”*® 

Due to the fact that the primary industry in the south was agriculture, the majority 
of the average farmers were uneducated. Basically, “Little education was available in the 
South of the early United States. William Eliot of Virginia, in 1785, started a school 
much like those of Raikes. It met in his home on Sunday nights for the purpose of 
teaching his children and those of his servants, slaves, and neighbors. Similar schools 
began in 1786 by Francis Asbury and in 1790 by the Methodist Conference of 
Charleston, South Carolina. Due to increasing interest in Sunday schools in Pennsylvania, 
The First Day or Sabbath School Society was established in Philadelphia in 1790. It 
included various denominations and had a similar educational purpose to the Sunday 
schools of Raikes and the Sunday School Union.”4? 

Formed in 1824, the American Sunday School Union arose out of the efforts of 
the Philadelphia Sunday and Adult School Union, as well as, that organization’s national 
aspirations. After six years of its origin, the American Sunday School Union set the goal 
of planting Sunday schools throughout the Mississippi Valley, which was then the 
western frontier of the nation.~° 

Unquestionably, many were concerned with religious liberty very early in the 
nation’s history, and rightfully so. Why else did the Pilgrims leave England in search of 


religious freedom? James Madison and the support of some other religious groups, such 


as Baptists, the Constitution included a Bill of Right—tts first ten amendments. The first 
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amendment included this sentence, ‘Congress shall make no laws respecting the 
establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.’ The connotation of this 
statement alone was, and still is, a matter of great debate. However, Thomas Jefferson 
called the separation of church and state, a “wall of separation”, which led to many 
churches being relieved of control and responsibility for public education. Through 
Sunday school, the churches continued to be a viable influence on education in the 
nation.*! 


Christian Education in Colonial America 


According to Gabriel J. Pethtel, who is the author of the thesis, Christian 
Education in the 21° Century: Renewing a Transformational Vision, “Schools have been 
foundational institutions in America, since the very first Puritan settlers landed on the 
shores of New England. In the colonial period, education was used to maintain the 
authority of the government and religion. People were taught to read and write so they 
could obey the laws of God and the State. Puritan thinking about the nature of schooling 
centered on presenting the well-ordered religious society that would win God’s approval 
and be used as a model by the rest of the world. Schools in the New England colonies 
were eventually transformed from instruments of religion to servants of the state>”. Mr. 
Pethtel is correct in his statement about how the government and religion were closely 
aligned, in order to bring about a society of young people who were God-fearing and 
orderly; because good, sound instruction cannot take place, when order is absent. The 


history of Christian education in colonial America is the history of the development of 
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general education**. Since most of the settlers were Protestants, such a large section of 
them believed that the Gospel of Christ was the only method of salvation that they saw 
education and faith as essentially united.”** The Protestants’ stance with regard to 
obedience to the Word of God is correct. By putting their faith into action, and aligning 
the educational system to the above was prudent. Obedience and adherence to the Word 
of God brings about peace and tranquility in the schools. 

Of course the rebellious Calvinistic dissenters from the Church of England 
believed that the Gospel of Jesus Christ was the only way to Heaven.”°> “However, the 
Christian element of education in the colonies soon gave way to the onslaught of human 
reason against the truth of God. The rise of early scientific realism headed up the 
seventeenth century Enlightenment with its revolt against almost everything including 
Christianity. After 1650, the advance of science with its emphasis on human reason was 
rapid. By the middle of the seventeenth century, the spirit of inquiry had extended and is 
traceable in the presuppositions and habits of thought traceable to Descartes and Kant”*. 
The same is true today in our technological age, whereby science and technological 
advance supersede religion in the minds of most people in the secular world. 

“This gave way to a secular view of the mission and vision of education and led 
schools of all levels, from the grammar schools which the youngest children attended to 


the colleges of the colonial period, away from the focus of training up a generation of 
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literate men equipped for the ministry of the church.”>’ It is interesting that an early 
Harvard College brochure, published in 1643, proposed the mission of this particular 
College’s existence: “To advance /earning and perpetuate it to posterity; dreading to 
leave an illiterate ministry to the church”>* 

“This aim for the schools of the New England colonies survived for many years as 
the prevailing mission and vision for education. While some of the more sexist and socio- 
economically elitist tendencies of the early colonial schools were happily diminished 
through the course of the prevailing secularization of schooling, the singularity in 
purpose of training up a biblically literate collection of students fit to serve the church 
and the world was diminished at the onset of the modernist view of life and learning.”*? 
“The modernist view of life and learning divided the sacred and the secular into two 
distinct and utterly unrelated sections of learning.” 

Just as Jewish parents were expected to raise their children according to the Word 
of God, the colonial parents in the New World taught their children scriptures, and taught 
their children how to pray. Because of the lifestyles of the colonial children, they could 
attend to their academic learning during the winter because they were helping their 


parents with farming duties during the summer months. “Many colonists came to 


America in search of religious freedom. Puritans in New England settled primarily to 
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avoid harsh treatment from the English church. The Calvinistic dissenters of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony required that their children learn to read the Bible.”*! 

For the students in colonial New England, there were three books that provided 
their basic curriculum: the Hornbook, the New England Primer, and the Bay Psalm Book. 
The Hornbook was a child’s first primer, a single piece of parchment, covered by 
transparent material that connected to a handle. Also printed on the parchment were the 
alphabet, the Lord’s Prayer, and other religious doctrines.© According to Reed and 
Prevost, the first book written and printed in this nation was in 1640; Stephen Day of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony printed The Bay Psalm Book.© 

Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia were the 
southern colonies. “Most residents of this region followed the Anglican religion, but 
more diversity existed there than in the New England colonies. Colonial education in the 
South followed one of two patterns. The rich plantation owners employed private tutors 
for their children or sent them to England. Because of the distance between plantations, 
schools were impractical in the land of tobacco, sugar, indigo, and cotton. The second 
type of education was apprenticeship schools where poor children and orphans received 
basic training to develop work skills.” 

Organized in 1701, the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign parts, 


positioned three hundred missionaries in the colonies, most of them in the South, for the 


purpose of evangelization. This society endeavored to teach Indians and Blacks how to 
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read and write, which was not always received well by whites. A case in point was 
documented in South Carolina, in 1740: South Carolina passed a law that forbid such 
education for Blacks.” 

“Residents of the Middle Colonies (New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and 
Delaware) were more diverse than the New England Puritans or the southern Anglicans. 
Anglicans, Lutherans, Presbyterians, Quakers, Roman Catholics, Jews, Dutch Calvinists, 
and others settled the Middle Colonies. This ethnic, linguistic, and religious diversity 
greatly affected education. These groups generally supported education but refused to 
allow any denomination or sect to control the content and methodology of schools. 
Consequently, each religious group established its own school; the local minister was 
often the teacher, as well. These parochial schools served children in the middle colonies 
until the mid-1830s.” 

The Pennsylvania Quakers had great influence on the educational programs in the 
middle colonies. “However, Pennsylvania Quakers had their own peculiar social, moral, 
and religious ideas about education. The abolitionist movement in America was led by 
itinerant Quakers such as John Wolman (1720-1772).® In his Journal, first published in 
1774, he detailed efforts for other classes and races. Quakers provided instruction for 
Blacks who integrated many of their schools by 1700. Perhaps the most important Quaker 
school for Blacks was the African School that Anthony Benezet (1713-1784) established 


in Philadelphia. After becoming a Quaker in London about 1727, Benezet moved to 
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Philadelphia in 1731. There he openly opposed slavery, attempted to educate Blacks, 
improved the living conditions of Indians, and headed a school for poor girls. 

In summation, “Religion permeated elementary and higher education in early 
colonial America, though religious domination diminished somewhat during the 
eighteenth century.”® Schools were designed in colonial America to provide an 
education for the less fortunate, with the Bible being the center of education. “The first 
schools were started by the church. The first schools originated with the school law of 
1647 in Massachusetts, which stated: “Our founders recognized that Satan wants to keep 


people ignorant. If he can keep them ignorant, he can keep them in bondage.””° 


Founders of America in Support of Christian Education 


The United States of America was founded on Christian principles; thus, the 
education of its people must follow suit. Stephen McDowell in his article entitled, 
America’s Schools Began with Christian Education, The Mandate, April, 2008, 
poignantly affirmed, “The Founders of the United States were very much aware of the 
relation of education and liberty. They knew that a people could not be ignorant and free. 


Jefferson said it this way: “If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, in a state of 


civilization, it expects what never was and never will be.””! 
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Benjamin Franklin said, “Ignorance results in bondage. A nation of well-informed 
men who have been taught to know and prize the rights, which God has given them 
cannot be enslaved. It is in the region of ignorance that tyranny begins. The founders of 
the United States believed that useful education—that which produced liberty—must 
have its foundation in Christianity.” 

Mr. McDowell also pointed out in his article a relatively unknown historian, 
Benjamin Rush, who played a very significant role in American history. Although Rush 
was a signer of the Declaration of Independence and a member of the Pennsylvania 
Constitutional Convention, his contributions were not limited to governmental affairs. He 
was also a professor of medicine, a writer, a principal founder of Dickinson College, and 
a leader in education. In addition, he served on many Bible and medical societies for the 
abolition of slavery. He wrote in 1806; 

In contemplating the political institutions of the United States, I lament that we 

waste so much time and money in punishing crimes and takes so little pains to 

prevent them. We profess to be republicans, and yet we neglect the only means of 
establishing and perpetuating our republican form of government, that is the 
universal education of our youth in the principles of Christianity by the means of 
the Bible. For this divine book, above all others, favors that equality among 


mankind, that respect for just laws, and those sober and frugal virtues, which 
constitute the soul of republicanism.” 


Even Samuel Adams, who is considered to be the Father of the American 
Revolution, understood that importance; he clearly stated that the necessity of imparting a 
Christian based education to children was to make them wise and informed about the 


significance of exalting God. 
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McDowell continued to state, “Knowledge apart from God and his truth is little 
better than complete ignorance, because the most important aspect of education is the 
imbuing of moral principles. All education is religious —it imparts a basic set of 
principles and ideals a worldview. How the youth are educated today will determine the 
course a nation takes in the future. Noah Webster understood this very well. He spent his 
entire adult life working to reform America and to provide a foundation of liberty, 
happiness, and prosperity for all of its citizens. Education from a Christian perspective 
was the key.”” 

George Washington, in his Farewell Address, specifically addressed this belief 
when he said, “And let us with caution indulge the supposition, that morality can be 
maintained without religion.... Reason and experience both forbid us to expect that 
national majority can prevail in exclusion of religious principles.””4 This is an ironic 
statement made by the late President George Washington, considering that he was a 


Virginia slave owner, and what is more immoral than this act of man’s inhumanity to his 


fellow brethren? 


Christian Education in the Twentieth-Century 


It is apparent that Christian education has developed, changed courses, and has 
become an icon in the various communities of faith. Needless to say, Christian education 
has experienced its highs and lows throughout history, but has held fast to its primary 


purpose, to educate youth. The Modernist Movement, unfortunately impacted the 
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Christian educational arena by focusing on the world’s agenda, instead of teaching young 
people what God’s agenda is for their lives. “In the early part of the twentieth century, the 
prominent aspects of Enlightenment thinking could be seen to have triumphed in primary 
and secondary education.””° 

Unfortunately, the “modernist thinking shifted schooling from biblical 
understanding to success in life, particularly economic success. Leaders of the 
Enlightenment era promoted five forms of modern thought separately and collectively to 
emphasize the human and deemphasize the acknowledgement of God. These five forms 
of thought include individualism, intellectualism, modernism, scientism, and dualism. 
This type of thought brought about the ideas of the separation of church and state, as well 
as, the secularization of education by taking it away from the church”’° According to 
historical data, from the middle 1800’s to the early part of the 20" century, there were 
signs of the direction that modern thinking was taking education in America. As further 
anti-Christian moves were made to separate all teaching of God or the Bible from general 
schools, the entire foundation of schooling in America became secular. As Dr. A. A. 
Hodge of Princeton Theological Seminary noted in a lecture in 1887, a comprehensive 
and centralized system of national education, separated from religion, will prove the most 
appalling enginery for the propagation of anti-Christian and atheistic unbelief, and of 
anti-social nihilistic ethics, individual, social and political, which this sin-rent world has 
ever seen.”’’ Dr. Hodge’s prophetic viewpoint regarding the abominable propaganda 


surrounding the separation of the U. S. educational system from the religious sector has 
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had a profound negative impact on the educational system in the 19", 20" and 21* 
centuries. ’° 

It is noted “Mennonite congregations began a movement of schools that spread 
across the nation as early as 1701 until 1959, where 160 Christian day schools were 
reported. Along with this, many other Protestant denominations began to develop 
Christian day schools in the early 20" century.”’? The Roman Catholic Church 
maintained parish schools, as well as, the Lutheran church simultaneously in the history 
of Christian education in the United States of America. After World War I, it was the 
mission of Christian Schools to immerse the Bible into the curriculum of all disciplines. 
It is obvious, that Christian parents, ministers, educators, and a host of others decided to 
bring Jesus Christ back into the classrooms. “This visionary movement in Christian 
schooling seems to have coincided with the rise of the Fundamentalist movement. A 
visionary example of this new mission for Christian schooling was begun in the fall of 
1922 in Long Island, New York. The Stony Brook Association had buildings housing 
summer Bible conferences that they believed could be used well throughout the year to 
begin a Christian school. At merely twenty-three years of age, a bright and eager educator 
was hired to help this new Christian school experiment begin at The Stony Brook School 
in the fall of 1922. Mr. Frank E. Gabelein began his work at Stony Brook with nine men 


and women appointed to teach a total of twenty-seven boys.*° 
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Throughout the remainder of the twentieth century, Christian schools were 
conceived all around the country as scores of visionary Christian leaders headed the call 
to raise up a new generation of students with a specifically biblical worldview.”*! 

As other Christian leaders pursued their visions, Christian schools were created all over 
the country. “Carper and Laymen reported in 1995 that from the 1950’s to the mid- 
1960’s, when Lutheran, Calvinist, Episcopal, and Seventh-day Adventist schools 
dominated this segment of private education, fundamentalist and evangelical Protestants 
and their churches, few of which are members of ‘mainline’ denominations, established 
alternatives to public education that are often referred to as independent Christian day 
schools. Approximately 150 Christian day schools were founded between 1920 and 1960. 
Some noteworthy Christian schools founded in this timeframe that still exist as strong 
Christian schools today include The Stony Brook School, Long Island, New York; 
Delaware County Christian School, New Town Square, Pennsylvania; Norfolk Christian 
Schools, Norfolk, Virginia; and Dayton Christian schools, Dayton, Ohio. 

It was not until the 1960s, however, that disenchantment with the ongoing 
secularization of state schools, a resurgent evangelical faith, and in some cases, fears 
related to desegregation sparked the rapid increase in the number of Christian day 
schools. All of these schools profess centrality of Jesus Christ and the Bible in their 
educational endeavors and attempt to inculcate a Christian worldview, but are quite 
diverse in facilities, size, and ethos. The National Center for Education Statistics reported 
that approximately 10,000 Christian day schools were founded between the 1960s and 
1990s, most of which were racially integrated by the end of the century. Furthermore, in 
the 1980s and 1990s a small but growing number of these schools were established by 
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and for African Americans. By 2000 enrollment in Christian day schools, most of which 
are affiliated with either ACSI or the more conservative American Association of 
Christian Schools (AACS), exceed one-million.”*? 

There were advocates for and against the Christian School Movement, as well as, 
the pros and cons. Firstly, the positive aspect of the movement was the “visionary call to 
separate from the modernist vision of a society that would eventually ban the reading of 
the Bible and prayer in all public schools. One negative aspect of this movement was the 
historical coincidence the Christian school explosion from the 1950s to the 1960s had 
with the desegregation of public schools. Whether the intentions were thus associated 
with desegregation or not, the demographic facts for many Christian schools seem to be 
that they took on a mostly white student and parent body and were socio-economically 
upper class to upper middle class citizens in terms of wealth. In the haste to move from 
the public schools to a model of Christian schooling, many Christian schools may not 
have truly considered the unique mission and vision they were being called to, but rather 
took on the form of the public school with a veneer of Christian thought and practice. 
Despite the flaws, Christian schooling survived and even thrived in the later part of the 


20" century, but today the movement has lost momentum in the United States.” 


Vacation Bible Schools 


A multitude of Christians remember their experiences as children at a vacation 
Bible school. The vacation Bible schools served as another means of educating children 


in the Word of God. There were several attempts in the nineteenth century to maximize 
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the church’s authority on children, particularly during the summer months; it was not 
until the early twentieth century that this idea began to take hold. Robert G. Boville was 
the executive secretary of the New York City Baptist Board of Missions, and he had a 
concern, similar to that of Raikes in Gloucester, that children of New York should be 
given religious instruction during their idle summers, which would keep them out of 
trouble and develop patterns for productive and upright adult living. 

“Boville used vacationing students from local colleges and seminaries. Using 
students from Union Theological Seminary as faculty leaders (among them was Harry 
Emerson Fosdick), he opened in 1901 five Vacation Bible Schools that enrolled about a 
thousand children. The schools included time for worship, religious instruction, crafts, 
and recreation. By 1903 there were seventeen such schools in New York City, and 
schools were soon begun in Philadelphia and Chicago.” It has been pointed out, “That 
Boville founded the National Committee on Daily Vacation Bible Schools,”** which 
helped the philosophy to permeate globally. 

Time has brought about a change in the cultural and demographic composite of 
the traditional Vacation Bible School. There is a combination of diverse age groups, 
which range from preschoolers to adults. “Churches and denominations that hold fast to 


the basic aims and goals of the first Vacation Bible School have found themselves 
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challenged to develop new and original approaches and curricula.”°’ Throughout the 
United States, retired teachers, and other professionals volunteer their services at their 
church’s vacation bible schools. The duration of the Bible school’s session are typically 
two-four weeks. 

Throughout history, private schools have been part of Christian education; for 
example, the Roman Catholic Church has maintained parish schools in the United States 
for years. Private schools, however, since 1950, have grown considerably, many of which 
are located in churches and identified as Christian schools. Until 1980, different forces 
influenced this experience: religious fundamentalism, right-wing politics, and the 
rejecting of the Supreme Court desegregation order by white racists.*® Documentation 
exists that shows where some schools that would only allow Caucasian students to attend 
become obsolete. In countless instances, the schools did not offer a standard education to 
their students. Even today, most private schools are in competition with public schools 
due to the fact that there’s more constant parental involvement, which boosts student 
achievement and, as a result, it equips youth to do extremely well academically. 

Jack L. Seymour and Donald E. Miller stated, “In 1982, it seemed to us that five 
primary metaphors were being used in the field: religious instruction, community of faith, 
development, liberation, and interpretation. Each put emphasis on contrasting strategies 
for engaging in education.”® The writer is focusing on religious instruction, which serves 


to support the project. “Educators who use this metaphor often are concerned about 
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content. What needs to be taught? Sara Little argued persuasively that religious 
instruction is concerned with thinking, understanding, deciding, and believing. She 
defined religious instruction as “the process of exploring the church’s tradition and self- 
understanding in such a way that persons can understand, assess, and therefore respond to 
the truth of the gospel for themselves.” God’s self-revelation and the way that inheritance 


is being recreated is central to any teaching.” 


Christian Education in the Twenty-first Century 


Young people today are more advanced than the youth of the past, due to 
technological advancements in the 21‘ century. Students in the prior centuries did not 
have access to iPhones, iPod’s laptops, Skype, Twitter, Facebook, emails, texting, and 
PowerPoint. Specifically the students of the 20" century were thrilled to eat TV dinners 
and type their research papers on typewriters. 

The needs of the students in past centuries are far different from those of twenty- 
first century youth. Hence, twenty-first century Christian educators are compelled to fine 
tune the curriculum and set goals that will enable today’s students to become critical 
thinkers, as well as, life-long, global learners. Cornelius Van Til stated, “If you say you 
are involved in the struggle between Christ and Satan in the area of family and in the 
church, but not in the school, you are deceiving yourself. You cannot expect to train 
intelligent, well-informed soldiers of the cross of Christ unless Christ is held up before 


them as Lord of culture, as well as, Lord of religion.’”’’! Pechtel stated, “It will not be 
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simple to construct a renewed call to the foundations of Christian education for the 21* 
century. We live in a highly nuanced society that is far different from that of the founders 
of Christian education in the United States. Modern students have grown up with the 
Internet as a source of information. Technology has developed, as has the need to 
understand and acculturate new forms of ethical and moral understanding to the children 
who use these technologies. In addition, the seeming dissolution of the nuclear family has 
posed a threat to the very foundation of modern society as an increasing number of 
children are raised without the security and stability of a dual parent home. These few 
factors alone can create a difficult picture, but the addition of a highly competitive global 
economy presents a level of anxiety not previously experienced by students in the United 
States.”°? Whenever a society of people raises their consciousness, and acquires a global 
view about money and the disappearing presence of the two parent family structure. They 
automatically increase their awareness about other races, cultures, ethnicities, and 
religions and how the above in a highly competitive way is impacting them. 

Furthermore, Pechtel continued, “Developing an alternative Christian 
consciousness among teachers and students in today’s secularized society is not the work 
of one meeting, one memo, or one moment. Our thinking is thoroughly unadulterated by 
Enlightenment concepts. It is as polluted as the most victimized parts of our physical 
environment. Genuine Christian thinking, the foundation of a Christian mind, is 
unintelligible to those who control the public media. Christian living, the practical 


outworking of the Christian mind, is more a wistful goal than a practical reality among 
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the Lord’s people.” A significant amount of planning, preparation, and hard work 
combined with a serious commitment to prayer will be required to bring the renewal call 
to 21‘ century Christian education to life.” °* Christian parents, teachers, clergy, 
community leaders; as well as others; who are stake holders in educating young Christian 
children. Must ban together, and let their voices be heard about the importance of prayer 
in the classrooms, in order to bring about a positive awareness and change in America’s 
classrooms. 

Young people today have technology at their fingertips, and iPods, iPhones, as 
well as, other hand held devices are “constant companions of nearly every student.” As 
Dr. Barret Mosbacker stated in his interview for Gabriel Pechtel’s project, “Students have 
literally in their pocket, access to a universal world of information. They can access 
information within minutes, so I think the classroom needs to focus a bit less on 
providing information and a whole lot more on how to access, analyze, and assess that 
information, and a whole lot more on the issue of critical thinking”?> Young people need 
to be able to think for themselves, as well as make rational, Christ- centered decisions 
about how to process, and synthesize all of the good and not so good information that 
they encounter daily. 

“As the scope of our perspective on life and learning has changed from the 20" to 
the 21‘ century, so we must seek to renew our curricular vision to fit the demands of this 
century in Christian education. Rather than relying simply on the foundations of the 


historical Christian school movement, the modern Christian educational movement must 
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acknowledge not only the existence of altered methods of information delivery. These 
realities demand educational acknowledgement and credence in the Christian school 
curricula and more directly in the day-to-day teaching strategies used in each classroom. 
The modern Christian school must readily assess the confluence of events in the modern 
lives of the students and begin to synthesize a plan of curricular, co-curricular, and 
classroom action. The 21“ century Christian school must be a place where all of the 
necessary components of modern life are woven together with the unique calling of the 
foundational Christian school movement to create a renewed vision for Christian 
education in the 21‘ century.”?° 

Bob Gresh, who founded Grace Prep, and D. Bruce Lockerbie of Paideia, Inc. are 
on the same page regarding the philosophy that “The modern Christian school needed to 
give greater emphasis to the grace of Christ and less emphasis on pietistic language. It is 
possible that the faith by which some Christian schools have believed has become greater 
than the faith, which all Christian schools must believe. The common faith in Jesus Christ 
as revealed in the Bible is the faith which sets prisoners free from captivity by helping 
them to understand that they are sinners in need of salvation and allowing them to make a 
conscious choice to relinquish that sin based on the opportunity afforded them by grace. 
Of course, the grace of God in Christ and the grace of their teacher or administrator to 
provide discipline is a beginning of renewed discipleship.”’’ Unequivocally, sound 
instruction cannot take place in the classrooms without order and cooperation on the part 


of teachers and students. 
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In conclusion, “While Christian schools must work to help students correlate 
biblical education with the use of their personal media outlets, it is also suggested that 
Christian schools modernize their curriculum to allow for applications that students will 
more than likely encounter in the 21‘ century. Applications include course work done 
completely online or in a virtualized online setting.”°* Gone are the days of the rigid 
reading, writing, and arithmetic approach to learning in Christian schools. The 21* 
century philosophy of the Christian schools is to embrace technology, relationships 
among administrators, educators, students, and parents, and empower young people to 
think critically. Young people must be able to make real-life connections with the 
curriculum that is being taught in the classrooms. If they do not make connections, they 
will develop negative attitudes about their learning, and hence, will abhor the tenets of 


the curriculum that is taught. 
Summary of Historical Foundations 


The Apostles, of whom Jesus handpicked to become the founders of the Christian 
church, had a ministry of teaching amongst others. This section gave a brief synopsis of 
how Christian education developed and has impacted the field of education throughout 
the ages in the United States of America. This section also revealed the many challenges 
that Christian education faces, as well as, the necessity for Christian schools in the 21“ 


century to meet the needs of the modern day student. 
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Theological Foundations 


This section focuses on the theology of youth spirituality, as well as, the blessing 
and responsibility of parents and teachers to children. God blesses parents with children 
to rear them in the knowledge and love of God Almighty. 

The writer focused on what scripture says about educating children, as well as, 
why it is important to educate children in the ways of God. “Our children bear the image 
of God and therefore belong to God. They do not belong to Caesar (the state), and we 
should not be sending them to Roman government schools for the development of their 


souls and moral intellects” (Mk 12:17). 


Theology for Youth Spiritual Formation 


Joyce Eady Myers stated, “There are a diversity of views about children, 
theology, and conversion because the Bible says little about children, leaving room for 
interpretation by scholars. Those who seek to develop a theology for children’s spiritual 
formation must contemplate the following: 1) Determining when a child is old enough to 
become aware of personal sin; 2) Determining the means by which spiritual regeneration 
should be initiated; 3) Determining when a child should be baptized; and 4) Determining 
how a child grows spiritually, while taking into consideration the cognitive, emotional, 


relational, and psychological realities of maturation."*? Dr. Myers continued, “While the 
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Bible and Christian traditions depict children as gifts of God.!°° Among Christian 
traditions there are different views about children’s sin nature. '°! 

Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, held a strict interpretation of Bible passages on 
original sin. “Thus, he taught that an infant who died without baptism was destined to an 
eternity of hell.!°? A second view of children states that children are not accountable until 
they reach an age where they have matured enough to understand the concept of sin as a 
separation from God.!™ The third view, affirmed by the Wesleyan tradition, is that 
salvation is a lifelong maturing process. Parents are held accountable to provide an 


environment of religious instruction.!™ 


Twentieth Century Theories on Spiritual Development 


Every God-fearing Christian should be concerned with the spiritual development 
of children. Nye, 2004 states, “Many of those concerned with children’s spiritual 
development are theologians, ministers, educators, and parents. However, during the past 
twenty years, interest about children’s spiritual development among social scientists has 
increased.'°° During the 1990s social science researchers began to make note of 


weaknesses with the spiritual development research of the previous three decades. !°° An 
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individual’s behavior, attitudes and spiritual experiences have very little to do with their 
intellectual ability. 

Ratcliff identified four weaknesses of Fowler, Goldman, and Elkind: 1) research 
was too closely linked to Piaget’s stage theory; 2) stage theory provided guidance for 
religious instruction, yet did not automatically lead to a prescriptive account of what 
could be or should be; 3) researchers can unintentionally encourage statements from 
children that may not reflect their actual thoughts and 4) the stage theory research of the 
1960s, 1970s and 1980s was removed from the world of the spirit. Ratcliff stated that 
while belief and understanding are important, it is possible to have cognition without an 
associated change in behavior, attitudes, and experiences. !°” 

Dr. Myers stated, “A different perspective toward research on children’s 
spirituality is found in the work of Nye,!°° who supports and whose approach to 
children’s spirituality puts more emphasis on emotion and awareness.!” During the mid- 
1990s, Nye conducted an often-cited study of children’s spirituality at Oxford University. 
Her qualitative study emphasized the need for an adequate definition of children’s 
spirituality.'!° In a subsequent work, The Spirit of the Child, Hay and Nye stated that 
religion should not be equated with spirituality. They declared that religion and 
spirituality could overlap in the area of religious experiences; however, their belief was 


that religion also includes non-experiential content, such as doctrines, creeds, and 
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rituals.!'! Spirituality on the other hand, is experiential. It encompasses the wonder and 
heightened attentiveness of experiencing natural wonders, as well as, a deeply moving 
experience of God.!!” 

Dr. Myers, when describing the research that Nye did with children, noted how 
Nye coined the term relational consciousness to describe the ability that children have for 
conscious relationships.'!? The two patterns that form relational consciousness were: 1) 
an unusual level of consciousness or perceptiveness relative to other passages of 
conversation spoken by the child, and 2) conversation expressed in a context of how the 
child related to things, other people, him/herself, and God.'!* Hay and Nye believe that 
relational consciousness points to three categories of spiritual sensitivity: awareness 
sensing, mystery sensing, and value sensing. '!> 

Awareness-sensing, according to Dr. Myers, “Is an immediate experience in the 
here-and-now such as one emphasizes in meditative experiences. Awareness sensing also 
refers to tuning, which is a heightened, aesthetic experience, such as listening to music. A 
child might experience awareness sensing when participating in a family celebration, 
such as a Christmas celebration. !'° 

Dr. Meyers stated, “Mystery sensing is exemplified by awe and wonder that 


reflects the ultimate mystery of life. The following illustrations exemplify awe and 
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wonder.”!'7 In the children’s book, Does God Know How to Tie Shoes? Katrina stated, “I 
think God wears orange beads when the sun comes up and a big grey hat when it 
rains.”!'8 A very intelligent second grader said to her mother, “I believe that when it rains 
God is crying, and when it snows, He is shaving his long, fuzzy, white beard.” The above 
examples are prime examples of how children view God as a mystery and their attempt to 
make sense of His awesome power. In the writer’s seventh grade public school Reading 
and Language Arts classroom, children are already focusing on the awesome supernatural 
powers of God, and candidly express their love and feelings for Him. 

Value sensing, as Dr. Myers pointed out, “Is a quest for meaning in life and is 
experienced as emotion. Children express their ideas of worth and delight or despair in 
their everyday experiences.” !!” 

Anthony spoke of children’s spirituality as the time at which a young child 
initiates awareness of a spiritual dimension of life and desires to explore this feeling. !7° It 
is a journey and not a destination, a journey that embarks through a personal conversion 
experience, as maintained by evangelical groups such as Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
or it can develop over time while living in the context of family as described in the 
Christian classic, Christian Nurture, by Horace Bushnell (1847). !7! 

According to Dr. Myers, Allen and Ratcliff developed a definition of children’s 


spirituality with a Christian focus, which stated that spiritual development is “The child’s 
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development of a conscious relationship with God, in Jesus Christ, through the Holy 
Spirit, within the context of a community of believers that fosters that relationship, as 
well as, the child’s understanding of, and response to, that relationship.” !”? 

Spirituality and religion share common themes as Dr. Eady Myers described, 
according to the Venn Diagram designed by Ratliff and May. They both share personal 
relationship with God, understanding one’s own meaning of life, and incorporating 
religious belief and morals into life. Spirituality, however, has its own distinct concepts, 
which are: awe and wonder, mystery sensing, value sensing, and conscious of 
relationships. Religion possesses its own distinct concepts, which are: doctrines and 


creeds, stories, rituals and routines, learned prayers, and passages. 77 


Children’s Education in the Ways of God 


What does God say about educating children? Mike Riley of Montana Street 
Church of Christ, El Paso, Texas stated, ““The Hebrews taught that nothing was more 
important than the rearing of a child in godliness. Discipline was an integral part of that 
training (Prv13:24, 19:18, 22:15, 23:13-14, 29:15,17). No reward in life was more 
satisfying than to have a “wise son, and no sorrow were greater than to have reared a 
foolish son” (Prv 10:1; 15:20). 

Mr. Riley continued to explain the phrase, train up. The Hebrew word chanac, 
which we translate train up or initiate, signifies also dedicate, and is often used for the 


consecrating of anything, house, or person, to the service of God. “Dedicate, therefore in 
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the first instance, your child to God; and nurse, teach, and discipline him as God’s child, 
whom God has entrusted to your care” !** 

According to Mike Riley, “Parents often fail in their responsibility, but so do the 
children, and regardless of the efforts of the parents, if the children do not receive the 
training and actively assimilate it into their lives, the result is failure.”!?° Why is it that in 
a family structure, you can have two children from the same family who received the 
same training, act totally different? One child will develop in the way his parents guided 
and instructed him/her and the other child will fail his/her parents’ expectations? The 
training was not the fault, but the difference in the human beings is the reason. The writer 
believes that the Spirit of God dwells in everyone from conception, but it is every human 
being’s choice to follow or stray away from the Holy Spirit’s prompting and leading into 
righteousness. Children must be taught to fear and obey God in order to be blessed all of 
the days of their lives. 

In Kenneth Copeland’s book, The Blessing of The Lord Makes Rich, and He adds, 
No Sorrow With It, Copeland stated, “In fact, The Lord has been expanding my 
understanding of what it means to be blessed, for decades now. During that time, He’s 
taught me more about different parts of His blessing. He’s increased my revelation of the 
new birth and the salvation part of it, the peace that passes understanding part, and the 
gifts of the spirit part. He’s shown me how His blessing can affect not only our own lives, 


our families, and the church, but also our government and nation.” !?° Children are a 


'24\ dam Clark, Commentary on the Bible (Kansas City, MO: Beacon Hill Press, 1967), 546. 
2S Tbid. 
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blessing, and it is, without saying, mandatory that children are taught and understand that 
they are blessed in every area of their lives and use their gifts of the Spirit to honor and 
serve God on earth. 

In Proverbs 22:6 (NLT), we are told by Solomon to, “Direct your children onto 
the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave it.” Children live what they 
have learned; if they are taught to love honor and obey God, they will walk in the path of 
righteousness and in the blessing of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob all of the days of their 
lives. If children are taught to read their Bibles on a regular schedule, they will know the 
Word of God and apply it to their daily lives. 

The scriptures are saturated with educational implications and imperatives. “The 
promotion and preservation of the faith are common themes throughout Scripture, but the 
means employed to fulfill these tasks are distinctive between the Testaments. Within this 
lies the caution that some models and methods of education in the scriptures are by nature 
culturally specific.” 1?’ 

The theological foundations are crucial to Christian education; the methodology 
by which it is taught must clearly be Bible-based. God’s Word must have final authority 
when imparted to young minds. “God is described as teaching the community of faith 
(Ti 2:11-12). God’s instruction is primarily conducted through his acts of grace and 
revelation. As in the Old Testament, He is the primary teacher of the people through deed 


and word.” !?8 


'27The Foundation of Christian Education, www.FoundationofChristianEducation (accessed 
December 2011). 
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Just as God punished the children of Israel, by withdrawing His blessing when 
they disobeyed, it was a teaching time for them, and God was their omnipotent, 
omniscient, omnipresent teacher. The following scriptures clearly identify how God feels 
about children and how they should be educated: 


Proverbs 13:24 (NLT): Those who spare the rod of discipline hate their children. 
Those who love their children care enough to discipline them. 


Matthew 19: 13-15 (NLT): One day some parents brought their children to Jesus 
so He could lay hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples scolded the 
parents for bothering Him. But Jesus said, “Let the children come to me. Don’t 
stop them, for the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like these 
children. And He placed His hands on their heads and blessed them before He 
left. 


Colossians 3:21 (NLT): Fathers, do not aggravate your children, or they will 
become discouraged. We should always encourage children to become the best 
they can become for God first and then themselves. 


Isaiah 28: 9-10 (NKJV): Whom will He teach knowledge? And whom will He 
make to understand the message? Those just weaned from milk? Those just drawn 
from the breast? For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, line 
upon line, line upon line, Here a little, there a little. 


Ecclesiastes 12:1 (NIV): Remember your creator in the days of your youth, before 
the days of trouble come and the years approach when you will say, “I find no 
pleasure in them.” 


Psalm 119:89: Your word, O’ Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. 


Hebrews 12:5 (NKJV): Have you forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to 
you as his children? He said, “My child, don’t make light of the lord’s discipline, 
and don’t give up when he corrects you.” 


Deuteronomy 4:10 (ESV): How on the day that you stood before the Lord your 
God at Horeb, the Lord said to me, “Gather the people to me, that I may let them 
hear my words, so that they learn to fear me all the days that they live on the 
earth, and that they may teach their children so.” 


Proverbs 23: 13-14 (NKJV): Do not withhold correction from a child, for if you 
beat him with a rod, he will not die. You shall beat him with a rod, and deliver his 
soul from hell. 


94 


Proverbs 19:18: Discipline your children, for in that there is hope; do not be a 
willing party to their death. 


Deuteronomy 6:5-12(NLT): And you must love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, and all your strength. And you must commit yourselves 
wholeheartedly to these commands that I am giving you today. Repeat them again 
and again to your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you 
are away on a journey, when you are lying down and when you are getting up 
again. Tie them to your hands as a reminder, and wear them on your forehead. 
Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. The Lord your God 
will soon bring you into the land he swore to give your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. It is a land filled with large, prosperous cities that you did not build. 
The houses will be richly stocked with goods you did not produce. You will draw 
water from cisterns you did not dig, and you will eat from vineyards and olive 
trees you did not plant. When you have eaten your fill in this land be careful not 
to forget the Lord, who rescued you from slavery in the land of Egypt. 


The houses will be richly stocked with goods you did not produce. You will draw 
water from cisterns you did not dig, and you will eat from vineyards and olive 
trees you did not plant. When you have eaten your fill in this land be careful not 
to forget the Lord, who rescued you from slavery in the land of Egypt. 


The first step of education is to have one’s eyes opened and be turned from 
darkness to light. (Acts 26:18) It is not good that the soul be without knowledge. 
(Prv 19:2) Only in God’s light can we see light. (Ps 36:9) He says in Proverbs 4:7, 
“Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. Though it costs all you have, get 
understanding.” Proverbs 2:3-5 says, “Call out for insight and cry aloud for 
understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, 


then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.” 
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Theology of Children’s Spiritual Nature 


Robert W. Pazmino stated, “God serves as the ultimate teacher, our teacher 
throughout eternity.”!*? Christian teachers must rely on the Holy Spirit to instruct them 
when teaching young people. Students come into the classroom with varied spiritual 
background knowledge and views about God and their relationship with Him. 

The Bible is filled with scripture that confirms the responsibility of parents, as 
well as, the church to teach our children about the goodness of the Lord and God’s truth. 
James Boyce stated, “On the other hand, it will be difficult if not impossible to locate 
biblical references that stress the importance of parents to delegate this responsibility (in 
loco parentis) to a government education system which is philosophically opposed to, 
and has essentially banned the revelation of God through God’s Word. The Bible 
provides absolutely no basis for the contemporary practice of in loco parentis of 
Christian children, by Christian parents into the hands of the United States federal/state 
school system.” !*° 

According to the findings of the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) 
for the 2009-10 school year, the rate of violent incidents (e.g., rape, sexual battery, 
physical attacks, fights with or without weapons, threats of physical attacks with or 
without a weapon, and robbery with or without a weapon) per every 1,000 students was 
found to be higher in middle schools (i.e., forty incidents) than that found in primary 
schools or even high schools (i.e., twenty-one incidents found in each of those settings). 


Student bullying was found to occur on a daily basis at a higher percentage rate at middle 


Robert W. Pazmino, God Our Teacher, Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2001) 
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schools, or at least on a weekly basis (rating at thirty-nine percent) than that of high 
schools or primary schools (both rating at twenty percent). !7! 

In the state’s attempt to educate the whole child, the gestalt, they were doing a 
poor job of preparing children to become well-adjusted, morally responsible citizens in a 
depraved society, which leaves little room for parental and/or church control. !*” 
Consequently, few church leaders outline the revolution of American society via its 
public education system; however, this transformation, or need for change, so 
exceptionally endorsed by the media and education establishment is actually the 
inspiration to abandon biblical disclosure in favor of progressive propaganda and 
religious humanism in short, which is the stage for the exodus from truth, from Christ, 
and from scripture that unfolds right before your very eyes. This fraudulent level 
increased very speedily, “‘aided by a pronounced silence from many church pulpits, and a 
dangerous desire by Christian leaders to avoid the issue because of perceived controversy 
it may evoke. The end result is a dangerous intellectual and spiritual passivity which 
breeds continued expansion and influence of humanist philosophy at the expense of the 
Christian worldview.” !*° 
The responsibility of imparting knowledge, wisdom, and doctrine rests with the 


parents assisted by godly authority. '*+ “Christian parents and church leaders need to be 


aware of perhaps the most influential battle taking place in public school classrooms. 


31U, S. Department of Education, www.U.S.DepartmentofEducation, Nationalcenterfor 
Educationstatistis.gov (accessed March 2012). 


>2Why Obey, www.whidbey.net/Jmboyes/restore.htm (accessed March 2012). 
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Education is a powerful instrument when placed into the hands of loving and powerful 
parents.” !° 

We are surrounded with the evidence of a need to restore parental responsibility 
in regards to the education and rearing of Christian children. There is a Christian 
worldview, a Christian philosophy, a Christian theology, and a Christian view of 
economics, academics, science, and origins. This worldview will rapidly locate its demise 
if Christian parents and church leaders do not become conscious of this dilemma and 
respond from a biblical perspective to this spiritual war. The battle that we are fighting in 
the natural, as well as, in the spiritual world can only be won with the unadulterated word 
of God.!*° 

Considering that God is Creator, and we are God’s children, we need to allow 
God to have possession of our children’s education. Thus, this message calls for the 
courage of church leaders and parents to understand and act upon the education of the 
current and next generation of children. In darkness there is no choice. It is light that 
enables us to see the differences between things, and it is Christ that gives us light. 

The first step of education is to have our eyes opened and be turned from darkness 
to light (Acts 26:18). It is not good that the soul be without knowledge (Prv 19; 2). Only 
in God’s light can we see light (Ps 36:9). In the Bible, it is written, “Wisdom is supreme; 
therefore, get wisdom. Though it costs all you have, get understanding” (Prv 4:7-12). 


Proverbs 2:3-5 says, “Call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you 


135). C. and A. W. Hane, from Understanding The Times, by David Noebel. 
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look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand 
the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.” 

Children are first taught to fear and love God at home. Parents set the stage and 
foundation for their children’s spiritual lives. Christianaction.org stated, “If children are 
not brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, then both church and society 
suffer. If people are ignorant of religion they are of no use to the nation.” !%’ For it is 
written: Even a child is known by his actions, by whether his conduct is pure and right 
(Prv 20:11). A young person’s mindset is established through the guidance and discipline 
he/she receives at home. It is crucial that a father presents himself to his spouse and 
children as the head of the family and mange his own family well and sees that his 
children obey him with respect (1 Tm 3:4). Fathers are directed by the Bible to raise their 
children “in the training and instruction of the Lord” (Eph 6:4), because God is the source 
of all knowledge and understanding. 

If parents neglect to instill Christian values in their children, then there will be 
major problems in the family, church, and state. Fathers and mothers have the duty to 
care for the souls in their family in the same way as a pastor cares for the souls in his 
church. The Bible says, “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will 
not turn from it” (Prv 22:6). Therefore, parents must teach their children that, “The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding...” !°8 Every segment of the educational process at home begins with 


knowing God, “This is what the Lord says—Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord 
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Almighty—I am the first, and I am the last; apart from me, there is no God. Who then is 
like me”(Is 44:6)? 

Parents must not negotiate the Christian principles, faith, and values that their 
children are taught. Parents do their children a disservice when they do not teach their 
children the consequences of dishonoring God. All who hate God, love death (Prv 8:36). 
There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death (Prv 14:12). 
Children must also be taught who Jesus Christ is in them, who they are in Him, and what 
His plan is for their lives. 

“And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have 
confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming (1 Jn 2:28). Children should 
also be taught that God promises them that they will be blessed and prosper when they 
obey Him. 


These are the commands, decrees, and laws the Lord your God directed me to 
teach you to observe in the land that you are God’s crossing the Jordan to possess, 
so that you, your children and their children and their children after them may fear 
the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands 
that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life... Be careful to obey so that it 
may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with 
milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of your fathers, promised you...Love 
the Lord your God with all your soul and with all your strength... Impress those 
commandments on your children (Dt 6:1-9). 


God’s Plan for Children and Parents 


In order to be successful in America’s morally and spiritually declining society, 
Christian children must receive a Bible-based quality Christian education. Though 
parents have the largest responsibility in educating children based on God’s Word, 


teachers also play a vital role in providing a quality Christian education. Like parents, 
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teachers must model Christ in their teaching and leading. The foundation of a Christian 
educator’s work is to nurture the lives of students by guiding them to reach their full 
potential in Christ. In addition, Christian teachers are responsible to prepare students for 
life with rigorous academic development in the fields of mathematics, science, history, 
language, and the arts '°° 

The writer concurs with articledashboard.com that revealed that “The most 
important tool parents and teachers have been given to educate children is the Bible. The 
Word provides the basis for a quality Christian education.” !*° The primary goal of a solid 
Christian education is to prepare Christian children to love, revere, obey God, and walk 
in the divine plan and purpose that God has established for their lives. “They must know 
and fully accept the Bible’s words, and then go out into the public and professional world 
and serve Christ. By living in Christian service, they will strive to love everyone and seek 
to transform today’s self-seeking culture into a world that praises God and not the 
accomplishments of mankind.”!"! 

The purpose of Christian education is the directing of the process of human 
development toward God’s objective for man: godliness of character and action. It bends 
its efforts to the end that the man of God may be perfect thoroughly furnished into all 
good works (2 Tm 3:17). 

“Christians have a biblical mandate to educate in their homes and in their 


churches. In order to reinforce the educational ministries of these institutions, or to 


protect their ministries from secular interference, Christian parents or church members, 


°Christian Action, www.christianaction.org.za/gd//articles/Bibleeducation.htm (accessed 
November 2011). 
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acting either individually or in concert, may elect to form a Christian school. In doing so, 
they are acting from religious convictions. To deny them their choice of means in 
carrying out the biblical mandate of Christian education is to deny them the exercise of 
their religious convictions.” "4! 

“The education of children is not the responsibility of the states in America, but is 
the responsibility of the parents or church members. Furthermore, it is evident that 
allowing the state to dictate the standards and procedures of Christian education 
jeopardizes the ability of parents and of church members to carry out their responsibility 
to God for the education of their children.” !* 

“While it may be argued that God requires Christian education but does not 
command that Christian education be delivered through the medium of a Christian 
school, it seems clear that the Christian school offers the best means of obtaining a 
Christian education available to many of our children.”!” 

“An important note of caution is in order, especially for parents and Christian 
leaders who are impacting the educational decisions of parents under their influence." !“4 
The writer found that many Christian schools were abandoned that failed to meet their 
expectations, particularly those that did not recognize that the alternatives they choose 


placed them in a worse position than before to meet their Bible responsibilities in training 


their children. 
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The writer holds fast to the belief that although Christian schools must meet the 
same rigorous academic standards as do the public schools. Christian schools are the best 
alternatives for Christian children because of the biblical and moral training that they 
provide. “As we choose what kind of educational program will be used to educate our 
children, we must be certain that our choices are based on actions we believe will insure 
the preservation of our Christian heritage in the lives of our children and our children’s 
children. And we must undergird our choices with prayers of faith that God will do in the 
hearts of our children what can only be done by God.” !*° 

In summation, if Christian parents/guardians use the Bible as a life manual and 
teach their children to love and fear God, their children will not stray far away from them. 
Also, the writer believes that a good, solid, wholesome Christian education will enable 
children to walk in God’s divine purpose for their lives, and they will become successful 
in every area of their lives and in all of their affairs. “An interest in God as teacher is re- 
emerging in discussions of education. The Christian faith claims that God is most 
wonderfully revealed in Jesus Christ and in the continuing revelation of the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore, God’s revelation is the starting point for our learning.” !“° 
“The importance of knowing God as teacher finds warrant from a surprising 


source. Job’s friend Elihu posed the basic question for Job and all of us: “Who is a 


teacher like him” (Job 36:22)? “The implication is that there is no teacher like God the 
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Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. They have taught humanity since time began. So the 


biblical record affirms the Triune God as our ultimate teacher.” !*” 


Summary of Theological Foundation 


God is most emphatically our greatest source of wisdom and knowledge. Jesus is 
the precious and most valuable ingredient in teaching children the importance of listening 
to, following and abiding in Him. When the writer consulted with Mrs. Kellie Copeland 
Swisher, at the Kenneth Copeland Ministries Headquarters in Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas, 
March, 2012, Mrs. Swisher stressed the fact that Jesus was twelve years old when He was 
teaching in the temple; hence, the age of twelve is a pivotal stage in children’s lives. Mrs. 
Swisher is passionate about empowering twelve year olds to become leaders and 
ministers in order to gain confidence by allowing them to preach the Word of God. 

The writer concurs that children should be given God’s Word to live by, as Mrs. 
Swisher stated, “And walk by it and in it.” Mrs. Swisher imparted to the writer, “Children 
were created to be a blessing, and God has a plan for them.” The devil wants to steal the 
pearl. God’s way of doing things is God’s plan for them. God’s plan is the best plan for 


their lives, because God is their First and Greatest Teacher. 


Ibid. 


CHAPTER FOUR 


METHODOLOGY 


This chapter outlines the project methods and procedures used in order to 
understand the impact of Bible study on the attitudes of twenty-first century middle 
school youth (ages twelve-fourteen). The hypothesis is that if young people are able to 
relate to Bible themes and scriptures, they will be able to synthesize, make connections, 
and hence, make better choices in their lives. Young people in the twenty-first century 
need guidance to gain knowledge and understanding of the Bible through the exploration 
of the text. Also, they need help with making real-life applications of Bible stories, and 
characters to their daily life situations. The proposed methodology for this project is to 
engage program participants in an eight-week treatment plan exposing them to the Word 
of God. The project methodology will also engage the participants in a writing workshop, 
Bible study groups and technology to make Bible stories relatable to twenty-first century 


youth and transform/change their attitudes about the Bible. 
Research Design 


The writer used qualitative analysis, which is first and foremost, an exploratory 
research method, which included pre and posttests, whole group discussions, 
observations, surveys, and Bible study sessions. The writer was typically involved in a 


sustained and intensive experience with participants. This introduces a range of strategic, 
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ethical, and personal issues into the qualitative research process.' Eight forty-five to sixty 
minute Bible study classes were designed by the writer at Word of Life Church to 
educate, increase knowledge and positively change the attitudes of youth program 
participants. The program focus is to facilitate creative, stimulating and engaging 
opportunities for middle school youth to explore God’s Word together as a group. 
“Research shows that people remember less than 10% of what they hear, but remember 
over 80% of what they experience. Positive interaction and discussion help move young 
people from impassive listening to a deeper involvement with each other as they share 
thoughts and views about a passage of scripture.” 

Walter R. Myers in his book, Research in Ministry: A Primer for the Doctor of 
Ministry states, “The proactive research method intentionally engages in qualitative 
research while pro-actively working toward transformation.”* The writer’s goal in this 
project was to identify the impact of Bible study on the attitude of middle school youth 
(ages twelve-fourteen). In this project, youth as well as the writer are pro-active 
participants. Myers continued to explain: “Note that data is gathered from not only the 
participants and the setting, but also honors subjective material generated by the 
researcher. Because the researcher’s generation of subjective data is also valued, the 


personal journal of the researcher often becomes central to the data gathering process 


‘John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative & Quantitative Approaches (Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Sage Publications, 1994), 177. 
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primarily because pro-active research places high priority on naming and monitoring 


such personal factors in an effort to ground and make theory more explicit.””4 


Objectives 


Upon approval from the youth pastor, the writer prayed to the Holy Spirit for 
direction concerning the focus of each eight-week Bible study session for the middle 
school youth at Word of Life Church. She wanted each session to be Holy Spirit led, 
informative, as well as engaging. The writer’s long-range plan for the sessions, as well as, 
discussions is to impact the attitudes of the youth through Bible study in a positive way. 
The short term goal, however, is to create exciting, Bible study sessions that would make 


the Bible and its characters come alive for twenty-first century youth. 


Instructional Model 


Eight, forty-five-sixty minute Bible sessions encompassed the ministry model. 
The sessions involve a variety of praise, student-led discussions, role-playing, group 
writing, and audio-visual aids. The student-led discussions allow the youth to unwind, 
relax, and feel comfortable enough to express themselves about the theme of the sessions, 
and inform the rest of the group about what their feelings are concerning the topic at 
hand; as well as use their prior knowledge as an anchor for the discussion topic. 

The whole group discussions encompasses the youth leader and youth participants 
which allows for a wider range of experiences, feelings, aspirations, concerns, questions, 
and comments to be shared, and embraced (with parameters) to the group. The writer 


emphasizes (as the youth leader) the need for courtesy, and respect to always be extended 
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to every participant. The audio/visual aids were used in order to help the youth easily 
relate to the sessions. 

The complete curriculum contains themes for each session, objectives, an agenda, 
resources, and occasional Bible study homework that each participant was made fully 


aware of at the onset of the treatment Bible study sessions. 


Participants 


The program participants for the writer’s ministry project will consist of middle 
school youth, ages twelve-fourteen at Word of Life Church who attend public schools in 
the Northern Virginia area. The youth’s racial composites are African American, 
Hispanic American, and Caucasian American. They all speak English as their primary 


language as well as Amharic and Spanish as secondary languages in their homes. 


Procedure for Participation in Workshops 


The writer consulted with one of her context associates, as well as Pastor Sheldon, 
and the husband and wife youth pastor team at Word of Life church several weeks prior 
to beginning the sessions. She also visited with the youth participants one week before 
administering the pretest, and explains the purpose of the upcoming Bible study sessions. 
The dates and themes of the youth Bible study as well as the pretest and posttest 
questions and weekly curriculum were developed and scheduled to occur in the middle 


school youth classroom of the Word of Life Church. 


Project Agenda 


The writer contacted Pastor Sheldon by email approximately six weeks prior to 


administering the pretests to the middle school youth. Pastor Sheldon agreed to the 
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writer’s request to proceed with the Bible study sessions, but requested that she contact 
Mr. and Mrs. M. who are the present youth leaders for the middle school youth. Several 
weeks prior to administering the pretest to the students, the writer met with Mr. and Mrs. 
M. and the youth in the middle school Bible study classroom. The writer was very 
impressed with the behavior of the young people and how comfortable and welcoming 
the classroom was. Most of the young people had their Bibles, and the writer discerned 
very quickly, that being with them as a youth leader and D.Min. student was going to 
bring great joy to everyone from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The writer gave each one of the young people a letter of introduction, which gave 
them a clear understanding of who she is, the importance of her calling, and the purpose 
of the project; as well as what their roles would be during the Bible study sessions. The 
young people (as well as Mr. and Mrs. M.) were receptive, kind and appeared eager to 
help in any way that the writer deemed necessary. Two weeks after the writer’s initial 
meeting with the middle school students; she administered the pretest to the students. 
They were affable, courteous and excited about the impending Bible study sessions. It 
took about thirty to forty minutes for the students to complete the pretest. 

The lessons that the writer designed with the Holy Spirit’s leading, were done so 
with the intent to glorify Almighty God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. In so doing, 
she prayed and petitioned the Holy Spirit, because she does not want to teach the students 
anything that was not in the Will of God. Hence, the writer relies on her background 
knowledge of teaching middle school students for the past thirty-four years, and aimed at 
focusing on their present attitudes about the Bible in an attempt to develop positive 


results. She also referred to the website, www.insighttypepad.co.uk for tips on leading 
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group Bible studies. The website suggested the following methods of which the writer 
implemented: 
1) Open in prayer 
2) Ask God to help us understand the passage and apply what we learn to our 
lives. This is why one of my main objectives was to make the biblical study 
lessons relevant to twenty-first century middle school youth. (www. 
Insighttypepad .co.uk website also suggested that youth leaders) 
3) Clearly explain that the study is meant to be a discussion 
4) Encourage every group member to participate 
5) Take time to read and understand the passage 


6) Have a group member read the passage aloud 


7) Then give several minutes to read the passage aloud. Then give several 
minutes to read the passage again silently, so that everyone can take it in 


8) Stay focused on the chosen passage of scripture 


9) Don’t be afraid of silence. People need time to think about the questions 
before expressing their thoughts out loud 


10) Avoid answering your own questions. If necessary rephrase them until they 
are clearly understood 


11) Don’t be content with just one answer. Ask what others in the group-think 
until several people have an opportunity to give answers to the question 


12) Acknowledge all contributions. Be affirming. Never reject an answer. Don’t 
expect everyone to be addressed to you. As the group becomes more at ease, 
they will broaden their interaction with each other. This is a sign of a healthy 
discussion 


13) Summarize what the group has said about the passage. This helps to draw the 
various ideas together and gives continuity to the study 


14) Don’t preach 


110 


15) Conclude your time together with prayer 


16) Ask God’s help in following through any lessons learned or commitments you 
have made 


Hence, the lessons were designed to engage the youth, and bring the Bible and its 
characters alive in their minds, and hearts. The writer also wanted the youth to hold fast 
to their background knowledge, and apply it during each Bible session, with the hope that 
through analyzing the scriptures, at the close of eight sessions; the youth would have 
acquired a realistic, positive attitude about not just reading the Bible, but applying it to 
their daily lives. 

The writer implemented closed, open-ended, and brief constructed, as well as 
forum discussion Bible study session questions, which engaged the whole group during 
the course of the eight-week sessions. The Bible study sessions commenced on October 
14, 2012, and ended on December 1, 2012. The Bible sessions lasted for forty-five to 
fifty-five minutes on the aforementioned days. The eight-week treatment Bible study 


sessions were designed by the writer, and each week had a specific focus theme. 


Meet and Greet 


The writer informally met with the youth participants and youth leaders in the 
middle school Bible study room on the second floor in the Word of Life Academy 
building. The writer introduced herself and gave a brief narrative about her profession, 
academic goals as a Doctor of Ministry student at United Theological Seminary and the 
purpose of her project. She then distributed the Letter of introduction to the youth (See 


Appendix A) and asked them to share with their parents/guardians. The writer left the 
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classroom feeling very positive, and hopeful, about the forthcoming Bible study 
treatment sessions at Word of Life Church. 

The Youth Bible study leaders (Mr. and Mrs. M.) along with Pastor Sheldon were 
asked to complete the Youth Pastor Interview Questions (See Appendix B); while the 
writer administered the pretest to the youth simultaneously (See Appendix C) in the 
youth Bible study classroom. The young people were eager to get started, and the writer 
provided pens and stressed the fact that she wanted them to be relaxed, and honest when 
answering the questions. A few of the young people needed clarification about some of 
the questions, and they were very polite and focused on the task. It took approximately 
sixty minutes for them to complete the pretest, and the writer thanked them and informed 
them that she would be back in a few weeks to begin the Bible study classes. The writer, 
however, had to take into consideration the reality that middle school aged youth’s 
attention spans are limited, and the discussions and lessons needed to be engaging and 
interesting. Otherwise, the students would tune out and not stay focused on the Bible 
study sessions at hand. Consequently, she had to keep all of the above factors front and 
center when designing the lesson plans and discussions. The Young Teen Teacher Guide, 
which is published quarterly by Gospel Publishing House, Springfield, Missouri, was a 
valuable resource when she created her discussion topics, as well as lesson plans. The 
Young Teen Teacher Guide advises Bible study teachers and leaders “One of the greatest 
skills any teacher can develop is the ability to lead discussions. A good discussion leader 
is one who knows how to get student responses, can teach more effectively than someone 
who knows only how to incorporate and direct a lot of activity, which is important as 


well. Many teachers are convinced, however, that they cannot get their classes to speak 
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up (at the right times, that is). But when they make time to listen, most teens are more 
than willing to offer their views.”° The Writer decided to apply the adage, “It is not what 
you say, but how you say it,” to her group discussions and questions. “Your questions, 
not just your answers, will make your discussion a dynamic one. 

eAvoid yes or no questions 

* Do not ask questions that assume an answer 

* Do not ask for a response without following up 

¢ Write questions that is relevant to your students 


* Ask questions that deal with feelings as well as facts 


Crafting Engaging answers to Difficult Questions about the Bible 


Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may 
know how to answer everyone (Col 4:6). 


Music is a salient part of the majority of young people’s lives; therefore, the 
writer decided to incorporate music at the onset of each Bible lesson, always with the 
purpose of glorifying God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. The theme of the first Bible 
session is: “The Faith of Abraham.” The Writer opened the session with Praise and 
Worship and the song by Kirk Franklin entitled, “Stomp”. The young people along with 
the Writer and her daughter danced, and had a glorious time praising and thanking God 
for his grace and mercy (See Appendix D). After the above, each person introduced 
himself or herself and shared a little about who they are, what their expectations are of 
the Bible study sessions, and anything else that they wanted to share with the group. 
Surprisingly, the writer found that a few young people opened up emotionally and shared 
some very personal anecdotes about their families. One young man in particular, shared 


5Young Teen Teacher Guide, (Gospel Publishing House, 2012), 8. 
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an emotionally compelling story about his uncle who is selling drugs, and how disturbing 
it is to him, because he loves his uncle, but does not know how to help him. The writer 
realizes that the reality for a vast number of young people (be they Christian or members 
of other religious affiliations) is that the world in which twenty-first century youth are 
growing up in, is extremely different from the world in which she thrived and grew up in 
the nineteen fifties and sixties. Young people are definitely carrying more social- 
emotional baggage, and are searching for solutions to heal their emotional hurts and pain. 
Through disappointments, which lead to distrust of adults, the writer wanted the youth to 
experience a sense of stability and mutual trust in the Bible study sessions. 

Chap Clark who is the senior editor of Youth Worker Journal and a professor of 
Youth, Family and Culture Fuller Theological Seminary. He is the author of Hurt, Hurt 
2.0; Inside the world of Today’s Teenagers and other books, explained, ““Youth ministry 
is changing, and I believe that it is a good thing. More of us are looking more deeply into 
our kids’ eyes and listening more carefully to their stories. We know that ministry to be 
worthy of the name (at its core is the calling to serve) must do more than deliver a good 
program for enthusiastic and committed kids. We have to honor the young and emerging 
men and women God calls His own.” 

The lesson was extremely energizing, and the writer believe that the Holy Ghost 
led her mind, lips and heart every step of the way. Also, the discussion about faith was 
very informal, open and all of the youth were engaged in the discussion. The short letter 
that the students wrote to God was eye opening, and the innocence of the children was 


very apparent. These young people are truly in love with Jesus and it is evident on their 
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faces when they speak His Name. Our closing prayer was awesome and the exit slip 
brought conclusive closure to the Bible session. 

The second Bible study session’s theme was a continuation of faith, and why it is 
impossible to please God without it (See Appendix E). Again, the session began with 
student-led praise and worship and a song entitled, “Shackles.” The students and writer 
had a wonderful time of praising and thanking God for being faithful to His people. After 
the singing was finished, the writer (who is the youth leader,) asked everyone to share 
one ideal, person, situation, place or thing that they are thankful for. The writer enabled 
the youth to use their background knowledge, by reviewing what they had learned last 
week when they discussed the great faith of Abraham (who is the father of all nations.) 

The session’s title was ““The Promise” that God made to Abraham, and the 
Promise that has been passed down to Christians through Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Savior. The writer asked the students to quickly reflect on their week and share a 
mountain moving faith experience that they had (See Appendix E). The students then 
worked in groups of two to four and the writer read a narrative from The Beginners Bible, 
Timeless Children’s Stories, by Golden Honey Books. After the reading, the students did 
a reflection about a time in their lives when someone made a promise to them and what 
the outcome was. (They talked in their groups of two about the outcome.) The writer and 
the youth discussed in an open forum how faith is crucial in order to please God, and how 
the faith of Abraham is the same faith that we must have in the twenty-first century. 
Because God is the same God yesterday, today and forever, and He is unable to break a 
promise that He makes because He is God. In the closing, the youth discussed how they 


will apply faith to their daily lives, and communicate with their friends, family members 
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or classmates on Facebook, Twitter, etc. about your faith and the manifestations that have 
taken place in your life. Two of the youth led the Intercessory prayer for one another, and 
we pray also for the peace of Jerusalem. 

The third Bible study session’s theme was: Obedience, and the youth were led to 
understand and synthesize why it is important for Christians to be obedient to God 
Almighty. The opening consisted of Praise and Worship and a song by Yolanda Adams 
“How Great Thou Art.” The opening prayer was led by the writer, and two students read 
two stories from the Bible on Obedience (See Appendix F). The youth read the stories of 
Sodom and Gomorrah and Jonah and the Whale. The writer led the discussion that 
Sodom and Gomorrah was a disgusting party that displeased God. The majority of the 
people were party animals and did not want to go home and put an end to the party. 
Consequently, God got the good people out of the party and a lady could not get the party 
off of her mind, so she looked back as she was walking away from the party, she looked 
back and turned into a pillar of salt, because the angels of God specifically warned Lot 
and his family not to look back. 

Jonah and the whale is an example of when a child is disobedient, God did not 
stop loving him, but chastised him by allowing a whale to swallow him, so that he could 
get back on track. A discussion about obedience ensued amongst the students, and they 
questioned each other and discussed situations in their own lives when they were 
disobedient and what the result was. They also made connections concerning obedience 
and why it is so important not only at home, but at school, church, restaurants, etc. we 
closed with prayer and adoration of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and it was led by 


four students. 
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The fourth Bible study session was a continuation of the third Bible study’s 
session, which was obedience (See Appendix G). Two students led the group in 
intercessory prayer, and after they held an open forum of questions, comments and 
concerns about the importance of being obedient in the twenty-first century. Different 
real-life scenarios were explored (drug use/selling, gang activities, bullying, school 
infractions.) The students were fired up, and poured their hearts out about the kinds of 
activities that exists in public middle schools in the region. They also discussed the pros 
and cons of participating in those activities and the impact it would have on their spiritual 
lives. They also read the story of Sodom and Gomorrah and Jonah and the Whale and 
discussed why disobedience to God is dangerous territory for people. Due to the lack of 
time, the closing was student led intercessory prayer. 

The Youth Bible study session number five’s objective was to explore Scriptures 
on children in the Bible, and the importance of reading the Bible. After the Opening 
Praise and Worship that was student led, two of the students read a narrative about 
Timothy and the great influence that the Apostle Paul had on his life. Two other students 
read Psalm 127 and Genesis 33:5 (See Appendix H). The students engaged in a very 
informal discussion about the meaning of Psalm 127 and Genesis 33:5 from pre and 
adolescent points-of-view. Next, the youth proceeded to engage in a scavenger hunt on 
biblical children’s characters. The closing was once again student led with the writer 
acting as the facilitator. 

The sixth Bible study session continued to explore biblical scriptures on children 


in the Bible, and engage the young people in writing relevant skits from a twenty-first 
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century perspective (See Appendix G). The agenda was primarily the same as Appendix 
H) 

Youth Bible study session number seven’s objective was to analyze, and synthesize 
the importance of prayer. The students discussed the dynamics of prayer, and why prayer 
is important to their daily lives (See Appendix J). The opening was led by one of the 
youth and the writer led the discussion regarding what the Bible says about the 
importance of prayer. The question was posed by the writer, “What does the Our Father” 
mean to you? The students were then given passages from the Bible about prayer and in 
groups of two to four and reported back to the group their findings. Also, a group 
discussion ensued about the relevance of prayer in the twenty-first century. The closing 
was led by several of the youth with petitions before the Lord Jesus Christ and much 
Thanksgiving for His mercy and truth. 

The eighth and last Bible study session’s objective was to have the youth evaluate 
the eight week Bible study session with an open forum and completion of the posttest. 
The student led opening of prayer and adoration of God was student led. The writer and 
one of the youth led the open forum about how they now view the Bible from a twenty- 
first century perspective. The youth took the posttest and were then given an exit letter. 
The closing solemn and the writer along with the youth feels like the sessions went by too 
swiftly. 

The following chapter, will address in-depth the procedure that was followed 


during the writer’s field experience. 


CHAPTER FIVE 


FIELD EXPERIENCE 


The writer designed the eight Bible study sessions. She had eight weeks with 
which to impact middle school students’ attitudes about the Bible. Eight weeks is not 
sufficient time to assess, and measure spiritual growth and development. Hence, it would 
take a lifetime in the lives of young people to change their hearts and attitudes about the 
Bible. The writer did not intend to supersede the church’s curriculum, but her focus was 
to enhance it by retelling the biblical narrative in order to impact the attitudes of middle 
school youth about the Bible, biblical characters and themes. The word attitude according 
to Webster’s New World Dictionary of American English Third College Edition is 
defined as a way of looking at things, or manner. Obviously it is difficult to measure the 
way or manner in which young people look at the Bible. Through open discussions and 
lessons that are relatable to everyday life, the students’ attitudes are impacted in a 
positive way. 

The writer wanted to provide solid biblical teaching always keeping in mind the 
time factor (which was limited), the setting, students and their learning styles. It was 
necessary to meet the needs of the auditory, visual, tactual, and kinesthetic learners in the 
group. Consequently, she wanted to incorporate a variety of teaching tools in order to 
grasp the youth’s interest. An open activity was used that helped the youth to become 
comfortable and interact with each other, discuss life-applicable Bible stories, use hands 


on activities, role-playing and drama. Carey Huffman writes in “Young Teen Teacher 
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Guide”, winter 2012-13,! Getting Students into class and Keeping Them There. Let’s face 
it, numbers aren’t everything, but we would all like to boost attendance. While nothing 
can guarantee participation, here are more than a dozen things you can do to get more 
students into class and keep them there: 1) build relationships with students; 2) foster 
friendships; 3) practice hospitality; 4) be prepared; 5) get students involved; 6) make it 
relevant; 7) meet their needs; 8) apply technology; 9) use student video; 10) do 
promotions; 11) keep in touch; 12) tie class to the overall ministry, and 13) have food. 
God’s word is always relevant, but teens’ perceptions have everything to do with how 
truth is delivered. The world’s ability to sell products through hollow, destructive 
promises demonstrates the importance of packaging. But beyond exciting events and 
creative communication, the most essential package of gospel truth is something far more 
valuable and effective: you. You become the package when you present the truth of 
God’s word to your students.”” Keeping the above in mind, the writer decided to focus on 


the personal as well as spiritual needs of the youth. 


Professional Associates 


The writer gave a tremendous amount of thought when choosing her Professional 
Associates for this project. She took into consideration the fact that this project involves 
middle school youth, so she aspired to find highly qualified professionals who have 
expertise in this area. Attorney Kim Ashby Fowler was at the top of her list, because she 


is not only a lawyer who resides in New York City, but is a life Coach and is an advocate 


'Carey Huffman, “Young Teacher Guide,” Winter 2012-13. 


"Ibid. 
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for youth and the down trodden in society. Mrs. Fowler is in fact the writer’s personal 
Life Coach, and has been extremely supportive of her project, and lifelong goals. 

Dr. Patricia Williams was also at the top of the writer’s list, because Dr. Williams 
received her D.Min. Degree from United Theological Seminary. The writer has consulted 
with Dr. Williams via email and telephone. 

Dr. Maureen McIntosh—Alberts holds a Ph.D. and is the founder of Zorba’s 
Orphans Fund, which is a non-profit organization that advocates for orphans in various 
regions in Africa. Dr. Alberts is also a member of Word of Life Church where the writer 


attends. 


Context Associates 


Diane Yvonne Rowson is one of the two Context Associates for this project. Ms. 
Rowson holds a Master’s degree in Maternal Child Health from the University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. She is also a member of Word of Life Church and is 
very knowledgeable regarding the church’s history and hierarchy. She is also the writer’s 
sister. 

The writer also chose her daughter, Erin Diane Rowson as her second Context 
Associate. She is a student at American University in the District of Columbia, and also 
attends Word of Life Church. Miss Rowson served as the writer’s assistant during her 


field experience at Word of Life Church. 


The Process 


The writer consulted with one of her context associates, because the other one had 


professional commitments, and was unable meet with the writer as anticipated. The 
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context associate gave her tips on the organizational pattern of the church as well as 
information on the church’s hierarchy. We agreed that it was of utmost importance to 
focus on the spiritual and emotional needs of the middle school youth, in order to impact 
their attitudes about Bible study. The writer then contacted Pastor S. via email in 
September and informed him of her plans and requested feedback from him. Pastor S. 
was extremely supportive, and asked the writer to contact the present middle school Bible 
youth leaders, and let them know what the window of time was that she needed to 


proceed forward with her Bible sessions. 


Collection of Data 


On September 9, 2012, the writer informally met with the middle school youth in 
the classroom that is designated for student’s age’s twelve-fourteen and briefly gave them 
an overview of her project and its purpose. The Letter of Introduction (Appendix A) was 
given to each student. Also, Mrs. M was given the Youth Pastor Interview Survey to 
answer on the same day (Appendix B). The Youth Leaders Survey Questionnaire is 
comprised of five questions surrounding the attitude of middle school youth regarding the 
Bible and Bible study at Word of Life Church. 

1. What do you believe is the general attitude of middle school youth about the 

Bible? Mrs. M. stated, “They may find it difficult to read or understand 


depending on the translation.” 


2. Identify from your perspective, why some youth ages 12-14 find it difficult to 
relate to biblical characters? Mrs. M. stated, “Because most are adults.” 


3. What do you believe are the reasons (if any) for middle school youth finding 
difficulty relating to biblical characters? Mrs. M stated, “Maybe because of 
the different cultures, settings, times, etc.” 
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4. Do you believe that there are any significant problems that prevail with the 
youth Bible study program at Word of Life Church? If so, what are they? 
Mrs. M. stated, “No.” 

5. What are the positive outcomes of the Bible study youth program at Word of 
Life Church? Mrs. M. stated, “A great pastor and mentor for the youth, lots of 
activities which promote fellowship, good relatable easy to understand 
messages, fun services.” 

It is clear, that Mrs. M is very pleased with the present Bible study middle school 
program at Word of Life church, and believes that there are not any major problems with 
said program at the church. 

The writer will teach the middle school Bible study for the next eight weeks and 
invited Mr. and Mrs. M. to participate in any way that they sought fit, but they declined 
and proceeded to become involved in other activities at the church. The Bible study focus 
themes for the eight weeks are: Faith, Obedience, Children in the Bible, Twenty-First 
Century biblical connections and Prayer. The items in the Pre and Posttest for the middle 
school youth measured the respondents’ attitudes towards Bible study and the Bible. One 
of the students is ten years old, and one is fourteen years of age. There are ten eleven 
years old youth, and five twelve years old students. The remaining five students are 
thirteen years old which totals twenty-two. All of the youth attend Bible study as well as 
the church service every Sunday, and are saved in The Lord Jesus Christ. Also, all of 
them attend public middle schools in the Northern Virginia area. 

On Sunday, September 30, 2012, the writer administered the Pretest, which 
consisted of twenty questions. There were twenty-two students available ranging from 
ages eleven-fourteen and the writer, her daughter (who assisted her), and the young 


people met in the middle school Bible study room which is decorated in color 


coordinated sofas and chairs with tables, magazines and a large screen television. The 
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students were very cooperative, and were excited to take the test. The writer led the 
students in prayer and she and her daughter passed out the pens and pretests. The writer 
assured the youth there were not any right or wrong answers, but should be as honest as 
possible. It took the students approximately forty-five minutes to complete the pretest, 
and then the writer led them in closing prayer. The writer thanked the youth and asked 


them to return on Sunday, October 7, 2012 for the first Bible study session. 


Bible Study Session #1, October 14, 2012 

Theme: The Faith of Abraham (See Appendix D) 

This session was designed to have the youth explore the concept of faith, and 
make a connection with Abraham and his undying faith. The writer also wanted the 
students to make a connection and apply Hebrews 11:1 to their daily lives. The writer 
opened the session in prayer and then they listened to Kirk Franklin’s song “Stomp.” The 
youth were very responsive and they asked a lot of real-life questions about what faith is, 
and how does one increase their faith? The outcome was better than the writer anticipated 
and the young people engaged in pertinent conversations and wrote letters to God telling 
Him what they are trusting Him for. There were twenty-two youth present, which 
consisted of twelve girls and eleven boys. Also, most of the youth had hard copies of 
their Bibles of various translations and the writer used the Kenneth Copeland NKJV of 
the Bible, because of the notes that are present in it, and it is easier to understand from a 


layperson’s perspective. 


124 


Bible Study Session #2, October 21, 2013 

Theme: Faith and why it is impossible to please God without it. (See 

Appendix E) 

This second Bible study session was created to enable the youth to dig deeper into 
the concept of faith. The Writer’s second intent was to have the students understand and 
synthesize The Promise that God made to Abraham, and that promise has been passed 
down to us through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. The third goal of the Writer was to 
have the young people explore biblical characters who had strong, impenetrable faith in 
God’s Holy Word. 

The song “Shackles” by Mary inspired Mary the Opening worship Mary and the 
students (and Writer) danced and sought guidance from The Holy Spirit. One of the 
students led the group in prayer, and then another student read a narrative from The 
Beginner’s Bible, Timeless Children’s Stories, by James R. Leninger as told by Karyn 
Henley, Gold ‘n’ Honey Books about Abraham and his amazing, impenetrable faith in 
God. 

The students worked in teams of two and explored characters in the Bible that had 
undying faith in God (Noah, Moses, Esther, David, Joseph, etc.) There were twenty-two 
students present and most of them accessed their I Phone Bible apps. The other students 
had hard copies of the Bible in various translations. 

The Closing consisted of a discussion about faith and how faith in God has 
affected their lives. The Writer asked the youth to communicate with their friends, family 
members and classmates on Facebook, Twitter, etc. about how their faith in God is 


impacting their lives and what they are trusting God for this week. 
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Student led intercessory prayer for each other and the Peace of Jerusalem concluded 
the session. The outcome was a powerful group discussion and exchanging of ideas about 


faith. 


Bible Study Session #3, October 28, 2013 

Theme: Obedience (See Appendix F) 

The youth understood, and synthesize why it is important for Christians to be 
walk in obedience to God Almighty (See Appendix F). 

The opening praise and worship was student led and then a song by Yolanda 
Adams “How Great Thou Art” was played. Today the students enjoyed donuts, and juice 
and talked about their week in an open symposium format. The writer posed the question, 
“What is obedience?” and the student discussed what they thought it is and is not. The 
students then read Deuteronomy 6:4-9 “Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
One.” The writer asked them to discuss in their groups of two what this scripture means 
to them from a young twenty-first century person’s perspective. 

One of the young men blurted out that his uncle was a drug dealer overseas and 
how his disobedience has caused him a lot of problems, because he stays in trouble. The 
students really engaged themselves and led the discussion about drugs and other societal 
issues that young people (gang violence, cyber bullying, cheating in school, stealing, etc.) 
experience on a daily basis. The Writer remembered what she had read in a magazine 
entitled, Youth Worker Journal, November, 2012, how many young people feel 
abandoned by their communities and adults. “They do not see their self-worth and face 


the prospect that few adults are truly there for them, and those few have little to give due 
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to their own needs and struggles.” The writer allowed the students to vent about why 
they feel abandoned by some adults and hence find it difficult to be obedient. 

The students then read the scriptures on Jonah and the Whale and Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and discussed the above from a twenty-first century perspective. They felt that 
even though Jonah was disobedient to God. He did not stop loving Him, but chastised 
him by allowing the whale to swallow him up; so that he could get back on track. The 
students felt that Sodom and Gomorrah was a vile party that God did not approve of, and 
put an end to the sin, but He had pity on the righteous people there (Lot and his family). 
But Lot’s wife could not get the party out of her head and looked back and destroyed 
herself. The students then engaged in reading the various Scriptures on Obedience 
Expected by God and Jesus and Loss of Blessings for Disobedience. 

The outcome was a valuable discussion about the importance of being obedient to 
their parents so that they may have a long life on the earth that god has given to them. 


The closing prayer was student led. 


Bible Study Session #4, November 5, 2012 

Theme: Obedience, A continuation from session #3 (See Appendix G) 

The opening prayer was again, student led and the song that they danced to was “J 
Smile” by Kirk Franklin. The students were very talkative during this session, and in the 
beginning were not as focused as they were during the previous sessions. The writer had 
to remind them of their purpose for being at the Bible study session and the need to stay 
on task. The students picked up where they left off at the last session, and wrote stories 


about various scenarios of disobedience in the Bible and in the twenty-first century. 


3Youth Worker Journal, November/December, 2012, 22. 
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They revisited the story of Sodom and Gomorrah as well as Jonah and the Whale 
and discussed how they made real-life connections to the above. The outcome at this 
session was real-life connections that were made through discussion and rereading Bible 


scriptures. The closing prayer was student led intercessory prayer. 


Bible Study Session #5, November 11, 2012 

Theme: Children in the Bible and the importance of reading the Bible (See 
Appendix H). 

In this session the youth explored Scriptures on children in the Bible, and the 
importance of reading the Bible. The Praise and Worship was student-led and the song 
that the Writer and students praised and danced to Kirk Franklin’s song, ‘My Love, My 
Life, My All. The writer chose two students to read Psalm 127, and Genesis 33:5. After 
the scripture was read aloud, the two lead students started a discussion about what the 
psalm and scriptures meant to the other students. Then in groups of two they commenced 
on a scavenger hunt to find biblical children’s characters. The purpose of the scavenger 
hunt was to read about them and portray them in a skit written by the students, from a 
twenty-first century perspective. The time went by very quickly and the closing entailed 
Intercessory prayer that was student-led and created. The outcome of this Bible session 


was the connections that were made by the students to children biblical characters. 


Bible Study Session #6, November 18, 2012 
Theme: A continuation of students exploring biblical scriptures on children in the 
Bible, and the creation of relevant skits from a twenty-first century youth’s perspective. 


The Writer provided notebooks and pens this session (See Appendix I). 
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That morning was unlike any other Bible session, because the majority of the 
students were not focused and wanted to play around, eat donuts and drink juice instead 
of praising God Almighty. There was a spirit of rebellion present and the writer had to 
cry out to God, Jesus and The Holy Spirit to intervene. Finally the students saw that the 
Writer meant business, and cooperated. They revisited last week’s theme, wrote their 
skits and performed them. (The students were reminded about whom their audience is 
when writing the skits.) After the performances, we had a group discussion about the 
skits and closed out in student-led intercessory prayer. The Writer provided notebooks 


and pens this session. 


Bible Study Session #7, November 24, 2012 (See Appendix J). 

Theme: The youth analyzed and synthesized the importance of prayer, discussed 
the dynamics of prayer, and determined why it is important to their daily lives. 

One of the students opened in prayer and read a passage about what Jesus taught 
about prayer, and the entire group prayed The Our Father aloud. The writer led the 
discussion by referencing what the Bible says about prayer. We also had a discussion 
about what The Our Father meant to each one personally. The students worked in groups 
of two-four and wrote their answers on paper. The students then analyzed and read 
scriptures on prayer. Psalm 53, Matthew 6:5-7, Matthew 18:19-20, Matthew 21:21-22, 
Luke 18:1, John 14:12-14, John 15; 7-8, 16, John 16:23-26, Philippians 4:6-7, 
Thessalonians 5:16-18, James 5; 13-14, and 1 John 1:9 (NKJV). After reading the 
scriptures, the students discussed the impact that the scriptures had on them and then they 
prayed in their small groups of two-four. Then, they wrote a prayer and shared with the 


entire group. The closing included a student-led prayer with petitions before God and 
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Jesus Christ. The outcome of this session was the maturity in which the students pray, 


and value prayer in their daily lives, as young Christian Warriors for Jesus Christ. 


Bible Study Session #8, December 1, 2012 


Theme: Evaluating the eight week Bible study sessions with a discussion and a 
posttest. 

The opening prayer and adoration of God was student—led and the writer 
proceeded to ask them ‘how do you feel about the past seven weeks of Bible study?” 
also, have the Bible study sessions changed your attitude about the Bible, and if 
so...how?’ if not, then please tell why not?’ The response by the students was amazing, 
and all twenty-one students who were present stated that the sessions had changed their 
attitudes in a positive way about the Bible. The writer and students engaged in a group 
discussion about the students’ view of the Bible from a twenty-first century young 
person’s perspective. After the discussion, the students took the posttest, and we had 
closing prayer. The writer served donuts, and juice for a snack, and after the student-led 
closing prayer, everyone left solemnly, feeling that the Bible study sessions expeditiously 


came to an end. 


Overview of the Bible Study Sessions from the Writer and Participants 


After the posttests were completed, the students were asked to verbally give an 
evaluation of the eight-week sessions. The writer specifically wanted to know how much 
of an impact the Bible sessions had on their lives as twenty-first century students. The 


students were very honest, and some of them stated, ““we needed more time”, “sorry it’s 


over just as I started getting comfortable”, and “when can we do this again?” All in all, 


130 


the responses were positive and very valuable to the Writer. The Exit Letters were 
distributed to each participant and practically everyone proceeded to attend service in the 


sanctuary. 
Analysis of Data 


David J. Greenwood and Morten Levin in /ntroduction to Action Research stated, 
“Action research aims to increase the ability of the involved community or organization 
members to control their own destinies more effectively and to keep improving their 
capacity to do so.”4 Understanding the impact of Bible study on the attitudes of middle 
school youth; may have great impact on the lives of young people who are struggling to 
determine who they are in and out of the world during their pre and adolescent years of 
development. The Writer’s goal was to educate, facilitate, and lead the youth in Bible 


study sessions for eight weeks. 
Pre-test Results 


A pretest was distributed to twenty-two of the youth Bible Study participants. 

They answered the questions in the Middle school Bible study classroom independently. 
The pretest questions were to be answered: Yes, No, or Sometimes. 
Question |. Do you ever read the Bible? Do you believe that the Bible is the true Word 

of God? 

22 of the participants replied, Yes 

Question 2. Do you believe that God Almighty is the one and only true God of Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob? 


22 replied Yes 


Question 3. Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living God 
22 of the participants replied Yes 


4Greenwood and Levin, Introduction to Action Research. 
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Question 4. Do you believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for our sins, and sits at the 
right Hand of the Father? 
22 replied Yes 


Question 5. Does the Bible make sense to you? 
15 replied of the participants answered Yes 
7 replied No 


Question 6. What is your attitude about the Bible? 
10 replied that it is informative and helpful. 
10 replied that it is God’s word. 
2 no reply 


Question 7. Do you believe in your heart, that the Bible meets your spiritual 
needs as a young person living in the twenty-first century? 
11 said yes 
11 did not reply 


Question 8. In your own words, define Faith. 
8 answered faith in God 
6 said trusting God 
8 no reply 


Question 9. Do you believe that faith is the key to answered prayer? 
10 said yes 
10 said Sometimes 
2 no response 


Question 10. Do you believe that by ‘Jesus’ Stripes, we are healed? 
22 said Yes 


Question 11. Do you believe that you are righteousness of God? 
9 said Yes 
5 said Sometimes 
& no response 


Question 12. Do you believe that The Holy Spirit guides and comforts you? 
22 said Yes 


Question 13. Who is Abraham to you? 
5 said Father of Isaac 
10 no response 
7 The father of all nations 


Question 14. Do you understand why we live under grace and not under the law? 


Il Yes 5 No 
6 Sometimes 


Question 15. Do you believe that as a child of God, you live under grace? 


22 Yes 


Question 16. Do you believe that as a child of God you have the victory over 


every work of the devil? 
22 Yes 


Question 17. Do you believe that when you pray, that you should pray with 


confidence in God? 
22 Yes 


Question 18. Do you understand the importance of being in Agreement with 


others in prayer? 
8& Yes 
11 No 
3 no response 


Question 19. Who is Jesus to you? 


10 Son of God 
12 Lord and Savior 


Question 20. Do you believe that you will enter the Kingdom of Heaven when 


you die? 
22 Yes 


Post-test Results 


God? 
22 replied Yes 


Isaac and Jacob? 
22 replied yes 


Question 3. Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living God? 


22 replied yes 


Question 4. Do you believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for our sins and sits on 


the right hand of the Father? 
22 replied yes 
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Question 1. Do you ever read the Bible? Do you believe that the Bible is the true word of 


Question 2. Do you believe that God Almighty is the one and only true God of Abraham, 
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Question 5. Does the Bible make sense to you? 
22 replied yes 


Question 6. What is your attitude about the Bible? 
2 said it makes sense 
18 really like it 
2 no response 


Question 7. Do you believe in your heart, that the Bible meets your spiritual needs as a 
young person in the twenty-first century? 
20 replied yes 
2 no response 


Question 8. In your own words define faith. 
10 faith in God 
4 trusting in God 
5 no reply 


Question 9. Do you believe that faith is the key to answered prayer? 
22 replied yes 


Question 10. Do you believe that by Jesus stripes we are healed? 
22 replied yes 


Question 11. Do you believe that you are the righteousness of God? 
9 replied yes 
5 said sometimes 
& no response 


Question 12. Do you believe that The Holy Spirit guides and comforts you? 
22 replied yes 


Question 13. Who is Abraham to you? 
10 said father of Isaac 
12 father of all nations 


Question 14. Do you understand why we live under grace and not under the law? 
18 replied yes 
4 no response 


Question 15. Do you u believe that as a child of God, you live under grace? 
22 replied yes 
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Question 16. Do you believe that as a child of God you have the victory over every work 
of the devil? 
22 replied yes 
Question 17. Do you believe that when you pray, that you should pray with confidence 
in God? 
22 replied yes 
Question 18. Do you understand the importance of being in Agreement with others in 
prayer? 
22 replied yes 
Question 19. Who is Jesus to you? 
10 Son Of God 
12 Lord and Savior 


Question 20. Do you believe that you will enter the Kingdom of Heaven when you die? 
22 replied yes 


The Writer used the pre and posttest results to identify the growth that was made 
by the students in the Bible study, with respect to their attitudes about the Bible. 
The Writer’s daughter, Erin Diane Rowson, was also her assistant during her field 
experience, and stated the following regarding her experience during the Bible Study 
sessions: “My mother’s doctoral project impacted me in a miraculous way. I learned to 
really implement the Bible into my life as a twenty first century young adult. Faith is the 
key to answered prayer, and I believe as a young adult, more young adults have to really 
live and walk by this principle. 

Living in the twenty first century can be extremely tough for young people, 
because there are so many pressures that tempt you to give into worldly activities. I have 
to always keep the Word of God in my mind, lips and heart in order to stay focused on 
my purpose in this earth to serve Jesus Christ. I also felt as though I was a valuable role 


model for the students, because they could easily relate to me, because I was in fact a 
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peer and confidante, rather than a teacher. They felt comfortable enough with me to share 


their personal struggles and that was an added plus to the Bible study sessions.” 


CHAPTER SIX 


REFLECTION, SUMMARY, AND CONCLUSION 


Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! Let your good Spirit lead me on 
level ground. Psalm 143:10 (Good Word Translation). 


Reflection 
Habakkuk 1, God’s Word Translation (GW) 


Habakkuk’s Vision 
The divine revelation that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 


Habakkuk’s Question 

How long, O Lord, am I to cry for help, but you will not listen? 

I cry out to you, “There’s violence!” yet you will not come to the rescue. Why do 
you make me see wrongdoing? And why do you watch wickedness? Destruction 
and violence are in front of me. Quarrels and disputes arise. That is why your 
teaching is numbed, And justice is never carried out. Wicked people surround 
righteous people so that when justice is carried out, it’s perverted. 


The Lord’s Answer 

Look among the nations and watch. Be amazed and astonished. 

I am going to do something in your days that you would not believe even if it 
were reported to you. I am going to send the Babylonians, That fierce and reckless 
nation. They will march throughout the earth to take possession of lands that don’t 
belong to them. They will be terrifying and fearsome. They will carry out their 
own kind of justice and honor. Their horses will be faster than leopards and 
quicker than wolves in the evening. Their riders will gallop along proudly. Their 
riders will come from far away. They will fly like an eagle that swoops down for 
its prey. 


They will all come for violence. Every face will be directed forward. 

They will gather prisoners like sand. They will make fun of kings and treat 

rulers as a joke. They will laugh at every fortified city and build a dirt ramp to 
capture it. They will move quickly and pass through like the wind. So they will be 
guilty, because their own strength is their god. 
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Habakkuk’s Question 

Didn’t you exist before time began, O Lord, my God, my Holy One? 

We will not die! O Lord, you have appointed the Babylonians to bring judgment. 

O Rock, you have destined them to correct us. Your eyes are too pure to look at 

evil. You can’t watch wickedness. Why do you keep watching treacherous 

people? Why are you silent when wicked people swallow those who are more 
righteous than they are? You make all people like the fish in the sea, like schools 
of sea life that have no ruler. The Babylonians pull them all up with fishhooks, 
drag them away in nets, and gather them in dragnets. So they rejoice and are 
happy. That is why they sacrifice to their nets and burn incense to their dragnets. 

They are rich and well fed because of them. Will they keep on emptying their nets 

and always kill nations without mercy. 

The writer has an affinity for the prophet Habakkuk, because he had a vision and 
felt a burden. The writer, too, was given a vision from God years ago, and has been 
asking Him, “When, O Lord, when will this vision which has become a burden to my 
spirit come to pass?” As the writer reflects back on her past; it is quite evident that God 
has been preparing her to receive the manifestations of her vision all of her life. But being 
the impatient person that she is, she wants the vision to come to pass pronto and without 
delay. But she realizes that she must wait on the Lord her God and receive everything 
that he has in store for her to fulfill his purpose on the earth in his time and not mine. 

Teaching is her ministry to serve the Lord Jesus Christ, and she is eternally 
grateful to Him, because every day, He entrusts young people into her care to love, guide, 
lead, mentor, motivate, and teach not only Reading and Language Arts, but the manner in 
which to live in a society that has for the most part puts God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit on the back burner. This project to impact the attitudes of twenty-first century 
middle school youth has been an embryo in her spiritual womb for many, many decades. 


Throughout her teaching career, she has always felt the need to talk about God and 


witness to her students about his goodness. 
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The writer was baffled about why the Holy Spirit was working in such a powerful 
way, and now it is quite apparent that it was for such a time as this. Now she understands 
why Jesus allowed her to attend funerals, viewings, and family hours for former students 
of hers whose lives were snatched from them at such tender ages. Now she understands 
why a young man in the last sixth grade class that she taught, made it a point to say good 
bye to her on the last day of school and was murdered the next morning by his psychotic 
father. Now she understands why she was sent to a school district to teach music where 
she was the only African American teacher in the entire school district, and bonded with 
her students from Kindergarten all the way to twelfth grade in a miraculous way. She 
now understands a plethora of things, but what she understands most about my God is 
that He loves her and will not let any stone go unturned in her life. The vision that He has 
given to her will come to pass in her life, because He has been preparing her for this path 


that He has chosen all of her life. 


Summary 


In chapter one, the writer made reference to her childhood, and how she has 
always loved God from the time she was a child, and continue to seek him in every area 
of her life and in all of her affairs. She has often wondered why she was chosen to have 
such loving, awesome, wise parents who truly love her and was blessed by God to 
provide their children with more than enough. Needless to say, the writer is truly grateful 
for his mercy and grace in her life. 

Throughout her entire life, God has been molding the writer and preparing her to 
do his work. Even as a child, she was always inquisitive about God and his great power. 


As a teenager, she felt the presence of the Holy Spirit Who guided her to do the right 
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thing even when it wasn’t fashionable to do so. When she entered adulthood, she clearly 
remember feeling a pulling and tugging from a mighty force so powerful that she could 
not stay astray even when she went astray for a short time. One thing that she knows for 
sure is that God loves her, she loves Him, and he will continue guiding her all of the days 
of her life. 

The writer’s chapter two experience was not as exhilarating as the above- 
mentioned chapter, because it involved analyzing and making connections with the 
literature. Even though her literature review was done in another phase of her project; 
phase two was a bit stressful and in her estimation, a little confusing for her, as well. The 
writer did not quite grasp what the expectations of her mentors were until the middle of 
phase two. All in all, it was an extraordinary experience that brought her closer to her 
God. 

Phase three was the créme de la créme of her project, because at this juncture she 
really had to dig into her researcher toolkit and align her biblical, historical, and 
theological foundations to her project. There were many days and nights when she cried 
out to the Holy Spirit to guide her, because she hit a stalemate and did not feel like the 
stalwart person that she was. She learned an incredible amount of information about 
Jesus and His teachings. Also, the history surrounding Christian Education in America 
was very compelling and validated her project. This section of chapter three took the 
longest amount of research time, but it afforded her the opportunity to (as Dr. Whitford 
said) dig deeper into what history says about educating our Christian youth in this 


country. 
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Chapter four/phase four was undoubtedly the pivotal stage of her project, because 
it was at this stage that the writer implemented the project’s methods and procedures that 
were used in order to understand the impact that Bible study has on the attitudes of 
twenty-first century middle school youth (ages twelve through fourteen.) At this juncture, 
she had the golden opportunity to sink her teeth into her project and involve the children 
from her church in it. They added that special spark to her project, and she is eternally 
grateful to them for their energy, zest for God, and eagerness to read and explore the 
Bible. 

The writer was in Heaven while conducting the Bible study sessions, and it was 
exciting for her to implement her teaching ministry into her project. 

Phase five/chapter five was an extension of the above, and the writer learned the 
significance of her field experience in relation to her project. At this point, for some 
reason, she reflected on the first paper that she wrote in phase one. It was the Judith 
Cranton paper, which set the stage for phases three, four and five. She clearly remembers 
how excited she was to read her book and then address the issues that were assigned to 
her. The writer’s project came alive in phase five and the field experience touched the 
very core of her spirit. In her concluding statements, she will make recommendations for 
replication of the teaching model for Bible study impacting the lives of middle school 


youth (ages twelve through fourteen). 


Conclusion 


Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! Let your Spirit lead me on level 


ground (Ps 143:10). 
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The writer took a leap of faith when she answered the call of God to pursue the 
Doctor of Ministry degree at United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio upon her 
arrival from the most life-changing pilgrimage to Israel in 2010. There is absolutely no 
way that she could’ve imagined the magnificent plan that God had for her life before he 
designed the foundations of the world. Prior to the writer’s initial visit to United 
Theological Seminary for the Phase One Intensive, she beseeched the Lord Jesus Christ 
to bless her with one good friend with whom she could make the doctoral journey. But in 
all of His goodness and love, He blessed her with eleven of the most amazing people she 
has ever met in her entire life. Throughout these past twenty-four months, we’ve prayed, 
trusted God, interceded, laughed and by faith stayed together. Also, the incredible peer 
sessions at the astounding Kenneth Copeland Ministries Headquarters was the icing on 
the cake throughout these past two and one-half years. 

It is said that when anything is beyond a human being’s comprehension, then it is 
from God. Consequently, the writer could have never imagined all of the wonderful 
people that God placed in her path these past years. Most importantly, she is truly 
grateful to the Lord for her mentors, the times that Kenneth Copeland, Kellie Copeland 
Swisher availed themselves to preach, teach, and guide us along the way. Also, the KCM 
staff is truly mighty people of God who walk daily in servant hood, and the writer thanks 
each and every one with whom she came in contact. 

The writer’s project, which is the Impact of Bible Study on the attitudes of Middle 
School Youth (ages twelve through fourteen) could have never been accomplished 
without the cooperation of the Word of Life youth pastors and the middle school youth at 


Word of Life Church. Their cooperation, energy, and love for God encouraged the writer 


142 


to keep pressing forward even when obstacles appeared. The themes of faith, obedience, 
children in the Bible, and the importance of prayer impacted not only the children but the 
writer, as well. Teaching and interacting with the youth, afforded her the opportunity to 
revisit the above themes as an adult and make connections as a twenty-first century 
educator. The lessons, which were all Bible based came alive in the classroom, and the 
young people, brought their life experiences into the sessions. The iPhones, iPods, 
texting, youth created skits, games, and blogs on Facebook, also brought the twenty-first 
century dimension into the sessions. One of the writer’s goals was to incorporate the 
above into her lessons, and she was pleased that this goal was met. Another one of her 
goals was to have the students lead the discussions with her role being that of facilitator, 
advisor, group/team leader, as well as, an active participant. This goal was also achieved, 
and the writer is thankful to God for letting this be so. The writer’s short-term goal is to 
become involved with the middle school youth group on Wednesday evenings at Word of 
Life Church and support the youth pastors in their efforts to guide, and prepare these 
young ambassadors for Christ to go out into the world and spread the good news of the 
gospel, live their lives according to the Word of God and take a stand to live a life of 
servant hood. The writer’s long-range goal, however, is to become the founder of a state 
of the art school to honor Jesus Christ, because of the vision that was given to her years 
ago. To God be the glory! 

The writer’s recommendation for anyone who wishes to replicate this project is 
five-fold: 1) Designate at least three-six months for the application of the lessons; 2) 
Have the students invite friends of theirs to participate in the lessons; 3) Have them share 


life lessons and experiences at the sessions; 4) The students should explore various types 
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of literature that challenge their Christian values in order to simulate real-life situations; 
5) Also, each and every participant should be made to feel that they are valued and have a 
right to speak up and be counted, respected and loved. Additionally, the students should 


be encouraged to incorporate real life issues into the whole group discussions. 
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APPENDIX A 


September, 9, 2012 


Dear Youth Participants: 


My name is Deborah Rowson, and I am a teacher in a local public school system where I 
teach middle school students’ ages twelve through fourteen “Creative Writing.” Most 
importantly, however, I am a daughter of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, because Jesus Christ 
is my Savior and Lord of my life. Consequently, I have been called by God Almighty to 
pursue a Doctorate of Ministry Degree in order to fulfill my purpose to serve Him. 


I am not studying to become a pastor, but one of my goals is to educate young people 
about the importance of studying the Bible in order to enrich their lives. My doctoral 
project is the retelling of the biblical narrative through the use of Bible stories and themes 
that young people can relate to. So, I need your help through the use of pre and post-tests, 
and six weeks of thematic Bible study at Word of Life Church during your regularly 
scheduled Sunday school sessions at 9:30 a.m. 


I have briefly discussed the above with Pastor Sheldon and would like to begin 
administering the pre-test on September 30, 2012. I assure you that we will have a very 
purposeful, engaging, interactive and rewarding experience together as we feed on the 
Word of God. I look forward to meeting all of you in the near future and may God bless 
and keep all of you and your families always. 


Blessings, 


Deborah L. Rowson 


APPENDIX B 


YOUTH PASTORS INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 


146 


147 


APPENDIX B 
YOUTH PASTOR INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 
Please answer the following questions: 


1. What do you believe is the general attitude of middle school youth about the 
Bible? 


2. Identify from your perspective why some youth (ages 12-14) find it difficult to 
relate to biblical characters. 


3. What do you believe are the reasons (if any) for middle school youth finding 
difficulty relating to biblical characters? 


4. Do you believe that there are any significant problems that prevail with the youth 
Bible study program at Word of Life Church? If so, what are they? 


5. What are the positive outcomes of the Bible study youth program at Word of Life 
Church? 
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APPENDIX C 


Name: 
Age: 
Date: 
Pre-Test 
The Impact of Bible Study on the Attitudes of Middle School Youth 


Instructions: Answer the following questions to the best of your ability, by 
circling Yes, No, or Maybe or by writing a brief description of your attitude/belief about 
the issue. 


1. Do you ever read the Bible? Yes, Sometimes, No (if yes, How many times 
per week? Do you believe that the Bible is the true Word of God? Yes, 
Sometimes, No. 


2. Do you believe that God Almighty is the one and only true God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob? Yes, Sometimes, No 


3. Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living God? Yes, 
Sometimes, No. 


4. Do you believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for our sins, and sits at the 
right Hand of the Father? Yes, Sometimes, No. 


5. Does the Bible make sense to you? Yes, Sometimes, No. 
6. What is your attitude about the Bible? Explain 


7. Do you believe in your heart, that the Bible meets your spiritual needs as a 
young person in the twenty-first century? Explain: 


8. In your own words, define Faith: 


9. Do you believe that faith is the key to answered prayer? Yes, Sometimes, 
No. 


10 


11 


2. 


13. 


14. 


oy 


16. 


Wi 


18. 


19. 


20. 
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. Do you believe that by ‘Jesus’ Stripes, we are healed.” Yes, Sometimes, No. 


. Do you believe that you are the righteousness of God? Yes, Sometimes, 
No. 


Do you believe that The Holy Spirit guides and comforts you? Yes, 
Sometimes, No. 


Who is Abraham to you? Explain: 


Do you understand why we live under grace and not under the law? Yes, 
Sometimes, No. 


Do you believe that as a child of God, you live under grace? Yes, 
Sometimes, No. 


Do you believe that as a child of God you have victory over every work of 
the devil? Yes, Sometimes, No. 


Do you believe that when you pray, that you should pray with confidence in 
God? Yes, Sometimes, No. 


Do you understand the importance of being in Agreement with others in 
prayer? Yes, Sometimes, No. 


Who is Jesus to you? Explain; 


Do you believe that you will enter the Kingdom of Heaven when you die? 
Yes, Sometimes, No. 
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APPENDIX D 
The theme of the first Bible study treatment session is; 
‘The Faith of Abraham” October 14, 2012 
Opening: Praise and Worship 


Father God we present ourselves humbly before you with” thanksgiving and praise” for 
all of your marvelous works that you have done, are doing and will do in our lives. Bless 
us Lord to always hear your voice and to walk in your will. This we ask in the Precious 
Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ from whom all good things come. Amen. 


Praise song (Kirk Franklin, Stomp) 


‘Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 
11:1 in the New Testament. 


In the Bible, Abraham was a man of great faith and he trusted God to fulfill the promise 
of making him the father of all nations. Let’s listen to the narrative about father 
Abraham’s walk with God. 


In real life terminology faith is believing God for what you want or need no matter what. 
Can you think of a time in your life when you had faith in God for something? What was 
the result of your faith? In other words, did you get what you were hoping for? (Turn and 
talk to your neighbor about your faith in God.) 


Now can you think of another time when you had faith for something, but didn’t get it? 
Raise your hand if this has happened to you. Why do you think you didn’t get it? Let’s 
share through discussion how faith in God has affected your life. 


Write a short letter to God telling Him what you’re trusting him for right now. (Share 
Out) 


Exit slip- I enjoyed this session because ... 


Closing Prayer. 
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APPENDIX E 
The theme of the first treatment session is: 
‘The Faith of Abraham” October 14, 2012 
Opening; Praise and Worship 


Father God we present ourselves humbly before you with” thanksgiving and praise” for 
all of your marvelous works that you have done, are doing and will do in our lives. Bless 
us Lord to always hear your voice and to walk in your will. This we ask in the Precious 
Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ from whom all good things come. Amen. 


Praise song (Kirk Franklin, Stomp) 


‘Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 
11:1 in the New Testament. 


In the Bible, Abraham was a man of great faith and he trusted God to fulfill the promise 
of making him the father of all nations. Let’s listen to the narrative about father 
Abraham’s walk with God. 


In real life terminology faith is believing God for what you want or need no matter what. 

Can you think of a time in your life when you had faith in god for something? What was 

the result of your faith? In other words, did you get what you were hoping for? (Turn and 
talk to your neighbor about your faith in God.) 


Now can you think of another time when you had faith for something, but didn’t get it? 
Raise your hand if this has happened to you. Why do you think you didn’t get it? Let’s 
share through discussion how faith in God has affected your life. 


Write a short letter to God telling Him what you’re trusting him for right now. (Share 
Out) 


Exit slip- I enjoyed this session because ... 


Closing: Go on Facebook and talk to your friends and family members about the 
importance of faith , and see what they believe and say. 
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APPENDIX F 
Youth Bible Study Session #3 
October 28, 2012 


The theme of the third Bible study session is: Obedience: The youth will understand and 
synthesize why it is important for Christians to be obedient to God Almighty. 


Opening: Praise and Worship 
(Song by Yolanda Adams) “How Great Thou Art.” 


Opening Prayer; we give honor, thanksgiving and praise to you Father God, Jesus Christ 
and Your Holy Spirit, for loving, blessing and protecting us. We ask You Holy, Almighty 
God to bless us with clean hearts and a fervent desire to serve you The Holy One of Israel 
now and forevermore. Bless these young people in a mighty way and guide, direct, 
correct and grant them the desires of their hearts. This we ask in the Mighty Name of 
Jesus from Whom all good things come. Amen and amen! 


Students will hear 2 stories from the Bible on obedience and the group will have a 
discussion about why obedience to God, parents and people in authority is crucial for 
sound Christian living. Emphasize (using characters in the Bible,) how negative things 
happened in their lives when they didn’t obey God and walked out of ‘The Blessing in 
their lives.” 


Give the students Scriptures on Obedience, and ask them to discuss in groups of 2 what it 
means to them. (Read the Story of Sodom and Gomorrah, and Jonah and the Whale.) 


Sodom and Gomorrah from the twenty-first century perspective was a party and God says 
that you need to put an end to the vile party because of disgusting things that were taking 
place, but the majority of the people were “party animals” and didn’t want to come home, 
so God got the obedient people out and a lady couldn’t get her mind off of the party, so 
she looked back and turned to a pillar of salt. (Lot’s wife.) 


Jonah and the Whale is an example of when a child is disobedient, God didn’t stop loving 
him, but chastised him by allowing a whale to swallow him, so that he could get back on 
track. 


Bible Scriptures for discussion: 


Deuteronomy 6:4-9’Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is One. 
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Ephesians 6:1-3: ‘Children obey your parents in the lord, for this is right. Honor your 
father and mother’(this is the first commandment with a promise.) “that it may go well 
with you and that you may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” 


Colossians 3:22 
Hebrews 13:17 (KJV) 
1 Peter 4:16-17 


Obedience Expected by God and Jesus 


Deuteronomy 4:1 
1Samuel 15:22 
John 15:14 
Galatians 5; 13-14 
2 John 1:6 


Loss of Blessings for Disobedience 


Numbers 20: 7-12 
Judges 2:1-3 

Joshua 5:8 

Nehemiah 9:20, 26-27 
Romans 2: 6-8 

Rewards of Obedience 
Genesis 22; 17-18 
Proverbs 13:13 

Psalms 1:1-2 

Luke 11:28 

Ephesians 5:6 

Closing Prayer: Rodrigo 
Youth Leaders: Faven and Rodrigo 
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APPENDIX G 
Youth Bible Study Session #4, November 5, 2012 


This session is a continuation of October 28, 2012 and the theme is Obedience. The 
youth will understand, and synthesize why it is important for Christians to be obedient to 
God Almighty. They will also make twenty-first century connections to biblical 
characters. 


Opening: Praise and Worship 
Opening Prayer: (Led by two of the youth.) 


The student will lead an open forum discussing various scenarios of disobedience in 
twenty-first century middle school aged youth’s lives. 


Students will hear 2 stories from the Bible on Obedience and the group will have a 
discussion about how they make connections to the Bible. One —half of the group will 
read the story of Sodom and Gomorrah and the other half will read the story of Jonah and 
the Whale. They will then refer to Bible Scriptures for discussion from the last 
session.(See Appendix F.) 


Closing: Student led Intercessory prayer. 
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APPENDIX H 
Youth Bible Study #5, November 11, 2012 


Objective: in this session the youth will explore Scriptures on children in the Bible, and 
the importance of reading the Bible. 


Opening; Praise and Worship that is student led. 


Read a narrative about Timothy and have the youth read and discuss Psalm 127 and 
Genesis 33:5. 


Bishop Bronner in Atlanta, Georgia stated to his congregation on Sunday, November 4, 
2012, that ‘Children come through you, not of you.” Let’s discuss what this means to 
you. 


The middle school youth will work in groups of two to four and will do a Scavenger Hunt 
on the following biblical children’s characters: Moses, Isaac, Joseph, Samuel, Ishmael, 
David, Esau, Jacob, Josiah, and The Holy Child Jesus. After the youth explore the 
Scriptures, we will have a discussion and start writing skits that portray the characters 
from a twenty-first century perspective. 


Closing: Student led Intercessory prayer. 
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APPENDIX I 
Youth Bible Study #7, November 24, 2012 


Objective: The youth will analyze and synthesize the importance of prayer. They will 
also discuss the dynamics of prayer, and why it is important to their daily lives. 


Opening: Praise and Worship that is student led one of the youth will read a passage 
about what Jesus taught about prayer everyone will pray “The our Father”. 


I Do: The youth leader will lead the discussion by referencing what the Bible says about 
prayer. We will have a group discussion about what does the “Our Father” mean to you? 


You Do: In groups of 2-4, the youth will find the answers. Each pair will report back by 
writing their answers on paper. They will analyze in their groups the following scriptures 
on prayer: Psalm 53:17, (we should pray regularly), Matthew 5:44 we should pray for our 
enemies. Matthew 6:5-7 (we should pray secretly and honestly), Matthew 18:19-20(We 
should pray with others), Matthew 21:21-22 (If we pray, we will receive), Matthew 26:41 
(Prayer will keep us from sin, Luke18:1 (Prayer will give us courage, John 14:12-14 (we 
can talk to God about anything) John 15:7-8,16 ( we should pray with confidence), John 
16:23-26 (prayer involves asking. We should pray in Jesus name), Phillipians 4:6-7 (Pray 
about everything, and be thankful), 1 Thess.5:16-18(we should pray at all times), James 
5:13-14 (we should pray for the sick and others in need), 1John 1:9 (Prayer involves 
confessing our sins.) 


Upon reading the above, the youth will spend time praying in small groups of 2-4, 
and will write a prayer. 


Closing: Student led prayer with petitions before God and Jesus Christ. 
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APPENDIX J 
Youth Bible Study # 8, December 1, 2012 


Objective: The youth will evaluate the eight week Bible study sessions with a discussion 
and a posttest. 


Opening: Prayer and adoration of God (Student led.) 


I Do: “Do you feel that the past seven week Bible study sessions have changed your 
attitude about the Bible.” If so...how? If the sessions have not changed your attitude why 
not.”? 


We Do: We will engage in a group discussion about how you now view the Bible from a 
twenty-first century perspective. 


You Do: The youth will take the posttest. 


Closing: Student led prayer and snacks. 
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APPENDIX K 
Exit Letter to Youth Participants 12/1/12 
Dear Word of Life youth Participant: 


This is the last Bible study session for my doctoral project in Ministry. I would like 
to express my sincere thanks and love to you for participating in the Bible study classes 
for the past eight weeks. We have had a lot of fun as well as inspiration while worshiping 
our Father God, Jesus Christ His Holy Son and His glorious Holy Spirit. I truly hope that 
your attitudes about the importance of Bible study have been impacted in a positive way. 
I also pray, that all of you will proceed on into the world, and represent Jesus Christ in 
every area of your lives as twenty-first century Christian youth. 


Again, thank you very much for your time, earnest efforts and your sincere thirst 
for the love and knowledge of our blessed Hope Jesus Christ. May God continue to bless 
all of you and your families with health, wealth, joy and peace. 


Love in Jesus Christ, 


Deborah L. Rowson 
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